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Fire contained
The Barker Canyon Complex fire 

was declared 100 percent contained 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday evening.

Grand Coulee Volunteer Fire 
Chief Rick Paris stated that the fire 
was turned back to local fire groups 
and they will be carrying out patrols 
through the week. Paris said if fire is 
seen people should call 911 immedi-
ately with information on location.

No dog exchange
A pet adoption event scheduled 

for next Sunday, Sept. 23, has been 
cancelled. Chris Holeman said Ad-
ams County Pet Rescue authorities 
thought the event would be inap-
propriate so soon after major fires in 
the area.

Rupe appointed
Bob Rupe has been named as 

Electric City’s representative to 
Grant Transit Authority board. He re-
places Birdie Hensley who recently 
resigned from the council. Rupe 
had served on the board in previous 
years.

Young Life has a place
Elmer City’s council approved the 

use of their community room to Jera-
miah Seekins and his Young Life 
group at its meeting Thursday night. 
The group supplies insurance on its 
activities and pays $20 a month for 
use of the room.

Coming and 
going at schools

The Grand Coulee Dam School 
District board dealt with two resigna-
tions and several new hires at its 
meeting Monday night.

Resigning were Joette Barry as 
Lake Roosevelt SAFTYE director, 
and Karyn Byam as Center School 
secretary and lunch and attendance. 
Hired were Pat Sherratt, assistant 
cook; Dean McPherson, assistant 
maintenance; Elizabeth Spencer, 
middle school Title/LAP paraprofes-
sional; Carol Estrada, Center School 
Sped paraprofessional; Jennika Hill, 
Center School Sped paraprofes-
sional; Julie Friedlander, Middle 
School Sped paraprofessional; Mary 
Schilling, PLTW director and admin-
istrative assistant; and Sue Hayes, 
LRHS honor society advisor.

FTEs down at school
The Grand Coulee Dam School 

District showed 603.71 full time 
equivalent students for the Sep-
tember count, which occurs on the 
fourth day of school. Last year’s 
September count was 636, and the 
budget projection for September 
2012 is 610. Superintendent Dennis 
Carlson said the district expects the 
numbers will increase as the month 
progresses.

District ranked 
highly in nation

The Grand Coulee Dam School 
District’s application for the $1 
million grant for Indian Children 
programs, awarded recently by the 
Department of Education, ranked 
eighth out of 124 applicants. The 
Department of Education funded the 
top 12 school districts.

Pasta success
The Rotary Club’s spaghetti feed 

fund raiser took in approximately 
$2,000, President Jerry Kennedy 
estimated following the Friday night 
feed. That, along with an additional 
$5,000 grant just announced by the 
Columbia Basin Foundation, could 
make finishing the club’s long-
sought handicapped-accessible fish-
ing pier a reality, Kennedy said. The 
club’s board meets next week.

Good month of revenue
A good month at the Delano 

Transfer Station put the system 
ahead of last year’s receipts for 
the first eight months of the year. 
The transfer station did $46,041 of 
business compared to last year’s 
$42,347 for August.

Ranchers deal with fire’s aftermath
by Roger S. Lucas

The Leahy fire is essentially out, 
but ranchers will be dealing with 
the effects of it for a long time.

One ranch family, Jim and 
Michelle Hemmer, whose 20,000-
acre pastureland was essentially 
blackened, are trying to deal with 
the problems the fire caused, one 
day at a time.

They took some time Friday to 
show a reporter the results of the 
fire that started from lightning 
Sept. 9 and consumed more than 
91,000 acres in what came to be 
named the Barker Canyon Com-
plex, most of it in high ranch land 
bordered by the Columbia River 
and highway 174 in northeastern 
Douglas County.

The Hemmers lost almost all 
their pastureland, and at the top 
of their list is how to take care of 
their herd of some 350 cows.

That has been complicated by a 
number of cows that died in the fire 
and some that were so traumatized 
that they had to be put down. The 
loss of the cows is a tragedy now, 
and a major loss to the herd next 
year since the cows were all car-
rying calves.

“Every cow is personal,” Jim 
says as he tries to organize his 
mind on what to do next. “I know 
they are a commodity, but to 
Michelle and I they are very per-
sonal.”

The Hemmers lost about a half 
dozen by fire and had to put several 
more down. The exact number lost 
will likely take a while to deter-
mine.

The fire moved so fast through 
the ranches up on top, that it was a 
miracle that only a few structures 
burned. 

“My place was saved because I 
had my own fire equipment,” Jim 
notes. “We saved our winter’s hay, 
thanks to hard work by a number 
of family members and friends.”

“The fire came rolling over the 
hills, skipping 30 to 40 yards at a 
time,” he recalls. “The cows raced 
to find some kind of shelter and 
several settled in small, green 
patches of vegetation.”

Hemmer makes a mental list of 
what he needs to do next, only to 
find new pressing problems over-
shadowing the list.

While the winter supply of 
hay, almost 1,000 tons, was saved 
from fire that came right up to the 
stacks, the cows still need feed 
between now and when snow flies. 
The pasturelands that supplied 
that feed are now essentially gone, 
and Hemmer has spent hours on 
the phone trying to buy hay from 
any source. Hay prices were going 
at $140 a ton, and some came in 
from friends and neighbors.

Michelle is on a four-wheeler, 
loaned to them by a neighbor 
who knew they needed it, looking 
over the cattle to see what kind of 

Cattle crowd the fence line as fire sweeps through a sagebrush and grass pasture area on the Jim and Michelle 
Hemmer ranch that was in line with the Leahy fire last week. The Hemmers lost several head of cattle and about 90 
percent of their 20,000 acres of pasture. — Lennae Hemmer photo
shape they were in. She carries a 
rifle in case she finds a cow that 
has been scorched from the fire 
and heat that will need to be put 
down. The heat was so intense that 
it melted the plastic tags in some 
cows’ ears.

On the Hemmers’ long list is 
fencing. “We have about 100 miles 
of fencing,” Jim states. “I doubt 

if we have a single corner post 
standing” The Hemmers will have 
to trace all the various fencelines, 
replace needed posts, tighten and, 
in some cases, replace wire.

Through it all, Jim and Michelle 
have nothing but praise for the 
neighbors and friends who lent 
their support and help. Names 
like, Dave Winzer, Mick Nachti-

gal, Wayne Rice, Tom and LeAnn 
Bates, Rick and Tina Zaldivar, Al-
len and Mike Lachner, Allen Miller 
and his hired hand, Ryan Poe; and 
Dean Thompson, from Almira, who 
brought their two fire trucks to 
help. All were instrumental in sav-
ing a lot of structures and animals, 
according to the Hemmers.

Board, administration 
dispute principal 
role at school

Electric City seeks
 to fill council seat

$20 tab issue 
to get hearing

by Roger S. Lucas

A dispute over how the administration is being 
handled at Center School erupted at Monday night’s 
school board meeting.

Grand Coulee Dam School District Chair Joette 
Barry started things rolling when she told Superin-
tendent Dennis Carlson that she didn’t see any dif-
ference between the leadership model now presented 
from the one presented a month ago.

Carlson had told the board last month that he 
would have an updated version of an administrative 
plan put together since the departure of principal 
Sue Hinton.

Board members responded by passing a motion 
for middle school Principal Lisa Lakin to move to 
Center School, and for Carlson to bring in an interim 
principal for the middle school.

The school board also agreed that Carlson should 
produce a model of how the two schools should be 
managed and a budget to support that.

Currently, Center School is being co-managed by 
Carlson and Lakin who drop in at various times of 
the day to provide supervision.

Board members also got a letter from the staff at 
Center School saying how energized the school is and 
that they think things are going well under the new 
arrangement.

But the school board wasn’t convinced.
Ken “Butch” Stanger suggested that the school 

might move forward with the part-time “joint” man-

agement plan of Carlson and Lakin, but the district 
needed to come up with a longer term solution by 
December’s board meeting.

Fellow board member Ted Piccolo said flat out that 
the school needed the added capacity of a full-time 
principal.

Chair Barry also noted that three weeks into the 
school year and you “wonder what is going to go hay-
wire.” She said that she is concerned that things could 
happen while Lakin is absent from Grand Coulee 
Dam Middle School.

“We are almost in an emergency management 
mode at Center,” Piccolo stated. 

The board felt that moving Lakin to Center School 
would put her in with the teachers and staff that she 
would have when the new school is built.  The district 
then will move to a two-principal leadership model.

Carlson told the board that it was moving into his 
area of responsibility and that it was “over stepping 
its authority.”  He reminded board members that they 
are to set policy and establish a budget and that it is 
up to him to run the district.

Piccolo asked if the district had a full-time prin-
cipal for Center School before, what has changed. 
“Didn’t we need a full-time principal before?”

Currently Carlson and Lakin are providing the 
administrative leadership for Center School, along 
with lead teachers stepping up at both schools to 
help out.

The district will still be facing the same problem 
when it meets Oct. 22.    

by Roger S. Lucas

Electric City is advertising for 
a person interested in serving on 
its city council.

The person selected will fill out 
the Position 4 term of Birdie Hen-
sley, who vacated her seat earlier 
this month.

The council started advertis-
ing for the vacancy this week 
and advises those interested to 
submit a letter of interest to the 
city council no later than Monday, 
Sept. 24.  The letter may be sent or 
hand delivered to city hall.  Those 

interested, but who have questions 
about the appointment can call the 
city clerk  at 633-1510 for clarifica-
tion or information.

In the letter, interested parties 
are asked to tell why they are in-
terested in serving on the council.

“These are interesting times,” 
Mayor Jerry Sands stated. 

With water rates increasing and 
the council about ready to declare 
a “transportation benefit district,” 
which would enable the city to 
charge a $20 vehicle license tab fee, 
there are a number of important 
issues before the council.

Both are considered “hot button” 
items for a new council member to 
be involved in.

Hensley resigned earlier this 
month, stating in her letter to 
the mayor and council that she 
thought she could get more done 
as a private citizen than by being 
on the council.  

Hensley joined the council in 
2006, when she was named to 
replace Bill Vancik, who had re-
signed. She ran for a full term and 
was elected in 2011.

The person will be selected from 
among those submitting letters 
and will fill out Hensley’s term.

by Roger S. Lucas

Electric City citizens will be 
able to vent their feelings about 
the city’s plan to charge $20 per 
license tab for residents within the 
city limits.

The occasion will be a public 
hearing on the license tab issue 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 25, at 
city hall.

Under Senate and House Bill 
1858, counties and communities 
within the state can vote to form 
a “transportation benefit district” 
that allows the entity to charge up 

to $100 per license tab. The $100 
tab takes a vote of the people, but 
the $20 can be charged by just 
forming the district.

The city council has already 
agreed to form the district, and 
now offers the public an opportu-
nity to speak to the issue.

If cities fail to develop the 
transportation benefit district, 
then the counties that they are in 
can do so.

“If the money goes to the county, 
then it stays there,” Mayor Jerry 

See FIRES page 2

See TABS page 2

Newsbriefs

Constructive high
Wilson Construction employees gather at the top of the middle of the lower three 
300-foot-plus towers Friday to mark the basic completion of the six-tower project. 
Lines will be strung from the Third Powerhouse on Grand Coulee Dam after tour-
ism slows. — Scott Hunter photo


