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Supporting 
the bigger 
picture

Electric City’s council agreed 
to support the work of the Grant 
County Economic Development 
Council and voted $500 in sup-
port of the group’s work. The 
agreement is through Dec. 31.

A lot of sludge
Electric City has hauled about 

eight tons of sludge from its 
arsenic treatment plant to the 
Grant County Landfill in Ephrata 
so far this year. Public works 
director Ken Dexter said about 
24 additional tons of sludge are 
ready to be hauled to the landfill. 
The sludge comes from clean-
ing out a large arsenic treatment 
tank. The material is bagged 
and, when sufficiently dry, 
hauled by the city to Ephrata. 
The transfer of the material to 
the landfill has been approved by 
the state departments of Health 
and Ecology.

Blood drive 
next Monday

The Inland Northwest Blood 
Center, along with the Grand 
Coulee Community Blood Drive 
Volunteers, will hold a blood 
drive Monday, March 23, from 
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Coulee 
Medical Center’s Building B. 
Sommer Hicks is coordinating 
the blood drive.  

Nine busted 
in heroin
investigation

Nine residents of Omak, 
Okanogan and Riverside were 
jailed in Okanogan last Thursday 
at the conclusion of a months-
long investigation into heroin dis-
tribution, the Okanogan County 
Sherrif announced.

“Heroin has now surpassed 
methamphetamine as the drug 
of choice in Okanogan County,” 
a statement released by Sheriff 
Frank Rodgers said.

The North Central Wash-
ington Narcotics Task Force, 
Okanogan County Sheriff’s 
Office, Omak Police Department, 
Chelan County Sheriff’s Office 
and U.S. Border Patrol executed 
search warrants at two homes 
in the Omak area, where five 
children between the ages of 3 
and 7 were also found.

“The condition of both homes 
searched were atrocious with 
used and un-used hypodermic 
needles found throughout the 
houses with several lying loaded 
with drugs on the floors,” the 
statement read. “Large amounts 
of animal feces were also found 
on the floors inside both of the 
houses. No condition for adults 
to be living in, let alone children.”

Log booms 
proposed 
up lake

The Bureau of Reclamation 
is seeking public comment on a 
Draft Environmental Assessment 
for the construction of shoreline 
protection systems on the lower 
portion of Lake Roosevelt. Com-
ments are due by April 20, 2015.

The proposed project involves 
installing wooden log booms at 
Moonbeam Bay and Redford 
Canyon. The log booms would 
span approximately 645 linear 
feet at Redford Canyon and 675 
linear feet at Moonbeam Bay, 
both of which are near Keller 
Ferry.

Nordine 
takes 
mayor’s 
seat
Sets rules for 
council meetings
by Roger S. Lucas

John Nordine is Electric City’s 
new mayor, sworn in last Tues-
day evening by the city’s attorney, 
Katherine Kenison.

Nordine, a serving council 
member, was mayor pro-tem, and 
had indicated that he would be 
willing to take over the city’s top 
political post after Jerry Sands 
resigned. The council agreed, and 
voted to make him mayor.

He was quick to put an end to 
the constant interruptions the 
council has been experiencing 
lately from people attending the 
meetings, with exchanges be-
tween members of the audience 
and council members, and some-
times between spectators.

A regularly scheduled period 
on the council meeting agenda 
marks when the city will take 
public comment, allowing a three-
minute period for each speaker, 
for any issue on agenda.

The new mayor set the ground 
rules for those addressing the 
council during this special period: 
“The council will not respond to 
the concerns people express, dur-
ing the meeting,” he stated.

An attempt to interrupt the 
council Tuesday night, after this 
period was over, was stopped by 
the mayor when he explained, 
“This is a business meeting of the 
council, and we will not take com-
ments from the audience after the 
comment period is over.”

Don’t flush that “flushable” wipe!
Cities find “flushable” 
wipes aren’t, and are 
costing taxpayers 
money
by Roger S. Lucas

The things people flush down their toilets 
is giving Grand Coulee’s wastewater treat-
ment staff fits.

And it isn’t just Grand Coulee that is hav-
ing this problem.

Councilmember David Tylor brought the 
problem up at a recent council meeting and 
stated that the city needs to find a way to get 
people to stop putting handy wipes, toys, ar-

ticles of clothing and other things into their 
toilets and then flushing them down.

City Clerk Carol Boyce explained that the 
handy wipes are probably the worst thing 
placed in toilets.

Gary Abbott, of  the wastewater treatment 
staff, confirmed the problem.  

“The worst thing is the ‘flushable’ wipes,” 
he said, “they create most of the problems.” 
The flushable wipes collect and can either 
plug the sewer up or cause a lot of extra work. 
A 2014 Consumer Reports online features a 
video of the things refusing to breakdown in 
a blender and concludes the “flushable” claim 
is not true.

“The crew has to collect the material, dry 
it, bag it, and haul it to the landfill,” Abbott 
said. “We haul tons of the stuff to the landfill 
every year.”

A recent sewer plug on the north side of 
town was caused primarily by flushable wipes, 
a city staffer stated.

Boyce passed along a story in the New York 
Times titled, “Wet wipes box says flush, New 
York’s sewer system says don’t.” The story 
says it costs NYC millions every year because 
of the damage done to sewer equipment.

“Removal is an unpleasant task. The dank 
clusters, graying and impenetrable, gain mass 
like demon snowballs as they travel. Pumps 
clog. Gears falter,” the article states.

Wet wipes, which do not disintegrate the 
way traditional toilet paper does, have plagued 
Hawaii, Alaska, Wisconsin and California.

The problem is costing the city of Grand 
Coulee money, and the city is perplexed to find 
a way to correct it.

Tim Lynch stands with a new jacket given in recognition of his 40 years of service to the town of Coulee Dam, with 
Mayor Greg Wilder to his left and Superintendent Barry Peackock on the right. — Scott Hunter photo

Tim Lynch marks 
40 years 
with town
by Roger S. Lucas

Tim Lynch, Coulee Dam’s 
wastewater treatment manager, 
is a remarkable fellow.

He completed 40 years on the 
job last Wednesday, and town of-
ficials recognized him with pizza 
and cake at the town hall.

What’s so remarkable is that 
he has completed 40 years with 
the same employer, the town of 
Coulee Dam.

In talking about it later, Lynch 
said it actually is about 43 years, 
since he also worked earlier sum-
mers as a part-time employee.

What’s really remarkable is a 
visit to his wastewater treatment 
plant. It’s so clean you could eat 
off the floors.

Well, you might not want to, 
but he would make most house-
keepers envy his cleanliness and 
attention to detail.

He calls it pride in his work, 
topped with hundreds of hours of 
training over the years.

The courses he’s taken would 
make a long list and he continues 
to train even to this day. He is re-
quired to take certain classes an-
nually to keep his certification up 
to date.

You almost have to be a chem-
ist to have his job. He routinely 
conducts tests in his small labo-
ratory and keeps records that are 
periodically examined by the De-
partment of Ecology.  

Retirement might be in the 
future, but Lynch hopes to follow 
through the town’s interest in ei-
ther building a new plant or re-
building the present plant.

Lynch was born in the old Ma-
son City hospital, just a short jog 
up the road.

His parents both were from 
Enterprise, Wash., and his father 
came here as an ironworker.

Tim still visits the old home-
stead, hunting and hiking in the 
hills. Hunting and fishing, as well 
as hiking, are hobbies he enjoys.

You can tell his job at the plant 

is also like a hobby to him. He 
likes the job and no matter where 
you look in the plant, you will find 
it spotless.

Clean enough to eat off the 
floor. Maybe.

Off-road 
vehicles
allowed 
on town 
streets?

Elmer City is working on an or-
dinance that would allow off road 
vehicles to travel on town streets.

The town has been looking at 
other city ordinances that deal 
with ORV  operation on city 
streets.

City Clerk Renée Tillman re-
ported to the council about Wil-
bur’s ORV ordinance and asked 
if the council members would like 
her to continue working on the 
ordinance. Council was in agree-
ment.

She explained that it would be 
nice if people could use an ORV to 
go to the post office and back.

Council suggested that the or-
dinance might include golf carts.

A tribal officer there to report 
on activity in the town suggest-
ed that the town check with the 
Colville Tribes since Elmer City is 
located on the reservation.

The ordinance would state that 
any ORV or golf cart would have 
to have mirrors and conform to 
safety standards. Drivers would 
have to wear helmets, Tillman 
suggested.

Council wants to pursue the or-
dinance and have Tillman report 
back next month. 

Beginning of renewal?
Rick Rose, of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development office 
takes notes as schools Superintendent Dennis Carlson begins a discussion 
among a group of people, representing many different agencies, on the future 
of the old middle school in Grand Coulee. The “summit, organized by an ad hoc 
economic development committee of the Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber 

of Commerce, invited 22 agencies to tour the school Thursday and talk about 
possibilities for using the 90,000 square feet of space, and gather ideas for pay-
ing for its redevelopment into another type of community asset. After the event, 
which lasted from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., committee members were upbeat and said 
something good will come from the information gathered. — Scott Hunter photo
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Queen of Hearts 
50/50 Raffle!
Drawing every Friday at 6:30 p.m.
AS OF MARCH 13  - $1478 
This Friday Night Special
INDIAN TACOS

HAPPY HOUR 3:00 to 6:00 p.m Every Day

216 Continental Hts., Grand Coulee • 633-0555 • MEMBERS ONLY
MOOSE LODGE 504

Test your luck every Monday & Tuesday in March  
during our Pot of Gold Hot Seat Promotion!

Four nightly drawings every Monday & Tuesday – between 7pm & 10pm   

If your name is drawn, grab one handful of gold coins out of the pot 
 and then take a spin on the Hot Wheel for a chance to  

MULTIPLY your winnings up to 3x! 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Bonus on March 17th:   
Each Hot Seat winner will use TWO hands cupped together to take one 
scoop from the cauldron, prior to spinning the multiplying Hot Wheel

GOOD LUCK!
See the PAC At Coulee DAm CASino for DetAilS.

515 BirCh St. Coulee DAm, WA § 800-556-7492

Star2x7PotOfGold.indd   1 2/16/2015   9:11:32 AM

Coulee Dam City Hall
Sat., March 21 ~ 4:30 - 8:00 

Ham & Pancake Dinner
54th Annual

Adult ....................... $8.00
2 Tickets ............... $15.00
Family ................... $25.00

HOMEMADE PIE
Elmer City

Elmer City, Wa

Okanogan County Fire District No. 2

A SILENT AUCTION WILL BE HELD

Weather is fine. 

A great time to 
get in 18 holes!

633-1400

District will hear public 
on sale of school

Controversial 
recommendations 
to go to state

Pathway would 
link Electric City 
pedestrians north 
toward park area

House demolition 
cost paid in full
by Scott Hunter

The cost of demolishing a house 
on Holly Street has been paid 
for by the brother of the woman 
who last lived there, Mayor Greg 
Wilder told the Coulee Dam Town 
Council last Wednesday, after 
first soliciting approval of a plan 
to match an extra related gift for 
fire department improvements.

Wilder initiated discussion by 
stating that $300 had been given 
to the town. He didn’t mention 
that the check written by Jim 
Sayles was for $15,000, just $300 
more than the cost of the cleanup. 

Wilder suggested the town 
could match the $300 if the fire 
fighters’ association would also 
match it to fund some need at the 
fire department with $900.

The house at 611 Holly Street 
burned down after its last oc-
cupant had died, leaving no ap-
parent owner and the town in a 
quandary about how to recoup 
costs of cleanup, accomplished by 
a contractor.

That cost $14,700, which 
Councilmember Ben Alling has 
worried would be an illegal gift 
of public funds to Sayles, whose 
sister long ago had been married 
to two of Wilder’s brothers. Alling 
and citizen Keith St. Jeor have 
brought the issue up at several 
council meetings, expressing un-
ease with the handshake agree-
ment Wilder had told the coun-
cil he had reached with Sayles, 
whom he had known since high 
school days and trusted.

Wilder said Wednesday night 
he was confused by their misgiv-
ings. But then led the council in a 

discussion of what to do with the 
$300. The talk soon devolved into 
a question of whether the town 
wouldn’t just be giving the fire 
department money already allo-
cated to it.

Wilder finally said he wanted 
to bring the discussion “full circle” 
and announced that a gift had 
been made to the town, effectively 
paying the demolition bill.

Sayles told Wilder in a letter 
last August that he did not own 
the house on the property his par-
ents, McKinley “Red” and Ethel 
Sayles, bought in 1963. But until 
2012, when his attorney advised 
against it, he had been paying 
some expenses on the house in 
which his sister lived. He had 
hoped the town would simply be 
able to sell it to recoup the cost of 
cleaning up the property.

Assessed in 2011 at more than 
$70,000, the empty house burned 
in 2012.

Then last December, the coun-
ty, which had placed a lien on the 
property for unpaid taxes, sold it 
to a Ford, Wash. man for $3,635. 
Its assessed value as “undevel-
oped property” is $10,000, accord-
ing to Okanogan County records.

In a March 6 letter by Sayles 
accompanying his check, he ap-
pologized, “for the many incon-
veniences this entire storyline 
has caused. It is my sincere wish 
that this gesture of goodwill can 
restore a long over-due harmony 
and balance on my behalf, and in 
the name of my parents and their 
affection for Coulee Dam.”

Alling said the town should 
write back and thank Sayles for 
the gift.

The pathway under discussion would include this 45 mph portion of SR 155 
between Coulee Playland and Grand Coulee, where pedestrians currently have 
only the roadway on which to walk. — Scott Hunter photo

Leaders exploring 
what it would take
by Roger S. Lucas

The future of Electric City 
may one day be more pedestrian-
friendly, if an idea the city is pur-
suing ever comes to fruition.

The Electric City Council is 
in favor of a pathway in the city 
proposed by one of 
its members. But 
don’t look for any-
thing to happen 
any day soon.

Counc i lmem-
ber Brad Parrish, 
who is propos-
ing the pathway, 
explained to the 
council that any 
pathway in the 
city would involve 
the cooperation of a number of 
agencies.

“It will be difficult,” but not 
impossible, he told fellow council 
members.

Parrish is proposing a 1.75-
mile pathway that would stretch 
from North Dam Park to Sun-
banks Resort.

Prior to the council meeting 
March 10, Parrish, Councilmem-
ber Lonna Bussert, and a contin-
gent from Gray & Osborne engi-
neering, Grant County Health 
District, and the Grant County 
Economic Development Council 
gathered to go over maps and 
stake out the obstacles and agen-
cies that would be involved. 

Parrish has also been meeting 
with U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

officials in Ephrata, 
going over details of 
the venture.

“They are 
aboard,” Parrish 
said, meaning that 
they have provided 
encouragement.

The group broke 
up as the council 
meeting was ready 
to start with the 
assignment of get-
ting stakeholders 

involved.
Parrish had been assured that 

there could be grant money in-
volved, and the city might have to 
use money from their hotel/motel 
tax fund for any matching needs.

“This is a longterm project,” 
Parrish said, “and it could take 
several years to develop.”

by Roger S. Lucas

The council at Electric City 
voted last Tuesday night to sub-
mit changes to the city building 
code to the state for review, pro-
viding local residents and others 
a 60-day period to respond to the 
changes.

The council amended a report 
from the planning commission 
to state that the size of acces-
sory buildings has to conform to 
the International Building Code, 
which allows up to 3,000 square 
feet.

But submitting the changes 
to state for review didn’t hap-
pen soon enough to satisfy three 
members of the planning com-
mission who resigned after the 
council failed to act on their re-
port at a meeting two weeks ago.

Resigning were chair Monty 
Fields, Carl Russell and Ray Clo-
ver. Another member of the plan-
ning commission, Merle Kennedy, 
said at the time that he was de-
laying a decision on whether to 
resign.

The planning commission had 
recommended that the size of ac-
cessory buildings be held at 1,728 
square feet, and it had appeared 

that the council would go along 
with that. However, the council 
after lengthy comments from res-
idents who wanted larger build-
ings allowed, passed a motion 
made by Councilmember Aaron 
Derr, to lift square footage re-
strictions altogether.

The proposed changes to the 
code can be reviewed on the city’s 
website or at city hall.

City officials stated that the 
60-day comment period will start 
as soon as all the paperwork 
can be sent to the state. Details 
on how to comment will be an-
nounced then.

After the 60-day review, com-
ments will come back to the city 
council and it will schedule a pub-
lic hearing before any final deci-
sion is made.

The code changes also involve 
fencing and home business oc-
cupations, although they were a 
minor part of the planning com-
mission report.

The discussion on the size of 
accessory buildings has been be-
fore the planning commission 
and council since April, 2013.

by Roger S. Lucas

Local citizens will have an 
opportunity to comment on the 
proposed sale of Center Elemen-
tary School and its surrounding 
property at a meeting before the 
school board, Monday, March 23, 
beginning at 5:30, at the second-
ary library in the new education 
complex.

The district acquired the build-
ing and some 8.5 acres of land for 
$155,000 from the  Continental 
Land Company earlier this year 
and proposes to sell the property 
after the school board declared it 
surplus at its meeting Feb. 2.

Citizens can comment on the 
sale or why the district should re-

tain the property.
The input meeting will be part 

of the regular monthly school 
board meeting. 

Superintendent Dennis Carl-
son stated that those wishing to 
comment on the intended sale can 
do so at the meeting or send com-
ments to the school district.

After the comment session, and 
if the school board orders Carlson 
to proceed with the sale, the dis-
trict will then order an appraisal 
of the property.

The district cannot sell the 
property for less than 90 percent 
of the appraised value. 

Chamber seeks beer garden July 4
The chamber of commerce is 

pursuing the idea of operating a 
beer garden in Coulee Dam on 
the Fourth of July.

The chamber approached the 
town council last Wednesday to 
broach the idea and received gen-
erally favorable indications.

Douglas Park, the town shop 
parking lot and a portion of Ste-
vens Ave. were outlined as possi-

bile sites.
Chamber Executive Director 

Peggy Nevsimal said the cham-
ber was hoping the idea would 
provide another source of rev-
enue to help support the festival 
in the park it puts on annually, 
which loses money but promotes 
the area.

She said the beer garden would 
close before the start of the laser 

Concussion 
talk slated

An educational event about 
concussions in student athletes 
will be offered March 30 from 1-2 
p.m. at Coulee Medical Center.

Dr. Tom McNalley, MD, an as-
sistant professor of rehabilita-
tive medicine at the University 
of Washington School of Medicine 
will be here from Seattle to talk 
about the effects of such brain 
injuries and the importance of 
watching for them.

The public is encouraged to at-
tend, and organizer Jon Patberg 
says anyone who tells him they’re 
coming by Monday, March 23 gets 
a free lunch. He can be reached at 
419-699-3111.

Patberg has also invited ath-
letic directors from area schools, 
hoping to help establish more 
standardized protocols for screen-
ing and treating concussions in 
school sports.

“It will be 
difficult,” but 
not impossible.
— Brad Parish,

council member
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Jess,
shut up!
Jesse Utz

Coulee Recollections

Letters From Our Readers

10 years ago
A spreadsheet-type document 

titled “Coulee Family Medicine 
for Year 2004,” only listing pa-
tients at CCH’s on-campus clinic 
in Grand Coulee, and copies of the 
hospital’s financial statements, 
have been circulating among citi-
zens interested in hospital affairs 
since the budget-related firing of 
two popular health care provid-
ers, Dr. Ralph Monteagudo and 
Physician’s Assistant Chris Sey-
ler, who were let go last month 
in a controversial decision to cut 
expenses.

Lake Roosevelt senior Rob-
bie Seylor was named the State 
Academic Champion for the 189 
pound wrestling division by a vote 
of coaches at the State Tourna-
ment recently. Seylor has a 3.25 
GPA and has been a “mainstay” of 
the Raider wresting team.

Ray D. and Sharon Nissen, 
residents of the Belvedere area, 
north of Elmer City, celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 
on March 12 at the Vets Center 
in Electric City. Those wishing to 
attend the festivities were asked 
to rsvp with their daughters, Kim 
Stanger or Krystal Nissen.

20 years ago
Fred and Barbara Meyer of 

Coulee Dam are spearheading a 
day to commemorate the achieve-
ments of Franklin Delano Roos-

evelt, among them the building of 
Grand Coulee Dam. The 50th an-
niversary of FDR’s death is April 
12 and the Meyers and others 
think now is an appropriate time 
to remember one of American’s 
greatest presidents.

Yes, the buttercups are up; 
first-sightings have been called in 
to The Star from Lacee Minkes, 
Colleen Leskinen of Nespelem 
and Charlie Moses from his ranch. 
And, wood ticks are out in full 
force already. The Star is report-
ing that if anyone doesn’t want to 
collect “a gob” of the little suckers, 
stay indoors.

The Coulee Dam Business As-
sociation is working on a walk-
ing tour with 19 stops and a map 
geared to hold the attention of 
tourists spending time in town. 
“But it’s also fun for our communi-
ty and it will dress up our commu-
nity,” said organizer Ron Lemay. 
The group also wants to build a 
stage area in the new green area 
that faces the dam on Roosevelt 
Way, and get a museum up and 
going, possibly in old Grand Cou-
lee Dam School District building, 
which Dave Schmidt said is a rep-
lica of FDR’s summer house. The 
group is seeking private founda-
tion grants for funds.

30 years ago
Josephine M. Nilles of Coulee 

Dam was pulling into a parking 

space in front of the R & A Cafe 
when her 1973 Olds would not 
stop until it crossed the sidewalk, 
causing $3,800 damage to the 
front of the cafe. Gary Rose, cafe 
owner, said he would be closed a 
week for repairs. Damage to Mrs. 
Nilles car was minor. No charges 
were filed by the Coulee Dam Po-
lice.

40 years ago
 A rock slide completely shut 

down the “rock cut” on Hwy. 155, 
about two miles north of Elmer 
City, closing the road while the 
state’s heavy equipment cleared 
away a huge rock pile from the 
shoulder and part of the south 
lane. 

Elmer City’s 4-H club, the Co-
lumbia Clover Kids, held their 
annual spring potluck with mem-
bers providing entertaining dem-
onstrations including: making 
jello, breeds of dogs, bread dough 
art, and how to care for horses, 
colts, pigs, steers, cows, and lambs 
plus a discussion on how to fix 
cuts of meat. Club reporter, Gina 
Scallan said the kids involved 
were: Sam-Doug Morger, Laurel-
Carmen Green, Lisa Synder, Mar-
vin-Renee Olbricht, Kelly-Scott 
Price, Chuck-Jim Tillman,Tim 
Doughty, Robyn Carey, Brenda 
Larson, Gina-Shelly Scallan, and 
Dee-Denny McFarlin.

The Star reserves the right to edit for length, spelling and grammar, 
but every effort is made to keep the  writer’s intent.

 Libelous material and UNSIGNED LETTERS WILL NOT BE PRINTED. 
 A writer’s name may be withheld by request 

but only after editorial board review.  Please include a daytime phone number so we can contact you if we 
have questions. 

Send letters to The Star, Letters, P.O. Box 150, Grand Coulee, WA 99133. 
Fax to (509) 633-3828 or e-mail The Star at: star@grandcoulee.com

Cooperation springs anew in the coulee
Just in the last few weeks I have noticed signs 

of spring in the Coulee. There are new birds at my 
feeder; the quail are marking out there territory as 
they call in the morning. The forsythia is in bloom, 
and my daffodils are getting prettier every day. But 
it is not just natural signs that I think are heralding 
spring. It appears to me that there is a new spirit 
among the people of the coulee that speaks of a new 
willingness to cooperate to work our way through a 
wide range of common problems.

Let me cite some examples. Look at the great re-
sponse to our EMT difficulties. We have instructors 
who are working overtime to help new students on 
their way to certification. We have students who are 
traveling long distances to take advantage of the 
program being offered. We have had private contri-
butions to both the EMT program and to the Coulee 
Dam Firefighters to be used as needed.

We have had those same firefighters putting in 
their own time to help us reach higher standards. 
We have had a fire chief take the lead in helping 
determine a list of priorities — things that needed 
to be done, and soon, and those things that can wait.

We have had city councilmen listen to their con-
stituents and bring up matters at council meetings 
that concern many of us. They have spent hours 
learning to add a budget and reshape it to meet the 
wishes of the community.

We have had a mayor working tirelessly to make 
progress on our wastewater treatment plant. Now it 

appears that we are ready to take the next step in 
the process.

All these speak to me of a new willingness to work 
together. As the song says, “WE ARE A FAMILY.” 
And as a family, whether we like it or not, we need 
to be willing to work with each other. This is what 
brought us our beautiful new school, our hospital 
back under our control, the Ridge Rider grounds im-
proved. Many people are giving their time and skills 
to help others with that annual problem of income 
taxes. I am sure the list is longer, but it is time for 
me to get to my point.

Willing to work together, we can accomplish 
things we could never do as individuals. So why not 
consider becoming part of the spirit of spring? Go 
to a city council meeting. Go talk to a fireman, stay 
for one of their meetings. Drop off a bouquet of your 
early flowers at the reception desk at the hospital 
for all to enjoy. Getting involved in your community 
doesn’t have to involve special skills or huge blocks 
of time. We are an unusual community with great 
resources in people and their skills. Let’s try being a 
FAMILY, even if we don’t like each other much. Let’s 
put aside our petty grievances and work together. 
We have accomplished great things in the past. WE 
CAN DO IT AGAIN. AND WE CAN BRING SPRING 
BACK TO COULEE COUNTRY.

Carol Netzel
Coulee Dam

To the Grand Coulee Dam Area Seniors:
Thank you, Maggie Stewart, for 

dreaming up the idea “Most Valu-
able Volunteer” as a way to get 
things going at the Senior Center. 
Thank you to all those members 
who nominated me as the first 
recipient of the honor and elected 
me 2014’s volunteer. Your com-
ments on the ballots were hum-
bling and I appreciate each and 
every one of you, no matter who 
your nominee was. Thank you.

As I said at the dinner, the Se-
niors who eat meals at the Cen-
ter and come in for the many ac-
tivities that take place there are 
the valuable ones. Without them, 
there would be no need to have 

a Senior Center. There are also 
many “unsung heroes” whose be-
hind-the-scenes actions are never 
witnessed by those who might not 
be aware of all it takes to make a 
place like the Senior Center work. 
Thank you to all of you. I truly en-
joy everything I am able to help 
with at the Center and love to be 
around all of you wonderful peo-
ple, including our new president, 
Birdie Hensley, who is doing a 
great job organizing and getting 
2015 off to a great start.

Paid staff at the Center de-
serve a great deal of credit, too, 
for the successful operation of the 
meals program. Thanks to Dar-

la, Chay, Becky and Tori for all 
they do above and beyond their 
regular duties to make us feel so 
special. I’ve heard the comment 
from some that these are the best 
meals we’ve ever had. Thank you.

Thank you, also, to The Star 
for the nice article. I will make 
one correction. I volunteered for 
the draft right after earning my 
bachelor’s degree and didn’t start 
teaching until I had served in the 
U.S. Army. Once I started working 
in education, I kept at it until I 
retired.

Felix Marcolin

We need to honor the badge
With everything going on in 

the world right now — Ferguson, 
Missouri and other places — with 
the attack on law enforcement of-
ficers, I thought I should share my 
perspective on things. Not that my 
perspective is the right or wrong 
one, I just try and see things the 
way they are supposed to be, in 
my mind anyway.

When an officer puts on the 
badge, he takes an oath. The words 
in the oath can say many differ-
ent things but the bottom line is 
always to protect and to serve the 
people of their area. The other 
thing that others may not tell you 
is that two other things happen 
when you put on the badge. One, 
you become part of a brotherhood 
that will give their lives for you. 
And two, you become a target for 
the criminals in all areas. That be-
ing said, I do not pretend to know 
what happened in Ferguson. I do 
know that a jury has found the 
officer innocent. We must honor 
that. Yes, I know from experience 
that the judicial system is flawed 
and it can sometimes lean to one 
side or the other, but we still have 
to honor the decisions that come 
out. It still is the best system in 
the world for fairness and justice.

Do officers make mistakes? Yes. 
They are human. But we cannot 
let one or two officers’ mistakes let 
us lump all law enforcement into 
the category of “dirty,” “crooked” 
or “racist.” That makes us as a so-
ciety just as guilty. Plus, with the 
added stress of community uproar 
added to the everyday dangers 

of being an officer of the law, you 
place them under a microscope 
called the media and social con-
nections; we put a tremendous 
amount of stress on our nation’s 
officers. Then we do things like 
legalize marijuana and give 
more training to an already over 
trained force. Taking from them 
more and more 
time from their 
families that 
already give up 
a lot. The stress 
officers have is 
greater than 
anyone can 
even realize. 
On a day-to-
day basis, they 
never know if 
the next person 
they encounter will turn on them 
or not. Most of the officers I know 
treat everyone the same.

Do I always agree with how an 
officer reacts or treats someone? 
That answer is no, of course, but 
just because I do not agree does 
not mean I will attack a whole 
profession for what I believe is a 
wrong. We must work within the 
system, we must make the system 
work for us because it is there for 
us. It was built by us. America’s 
whole governmental system, in-
cluding the judicial branch, was 
created by citizens just like you 
and me a long time ago. It still 
works if we let it.

With all that being said, re-
member 9-11. We lost a lot of law 
enforcement officers and firefight-

ers in that terrorist attack on 
our way of life. The cowardly kill-
ers took a shot at disrupting our 
way of life and we rose above it. 
We honored the men and women 
that lost their lives trying to save 
others. “To Protect and Serve.” We 
did not let their hatred change 
our way of life. We grew stronger 

as a nation. 
But now we 
are letting a 
much smaller 
event dictate 
the way we 
look at officers 
as a whole. In 
the words of 
some famous 
sports report-
ers, “Come on, 
Man.”

I do understand that there 
is still racism today. I will never 
know exactly how it feels to be 
non-white. But I also know that 
there are others out there who 
have been judged because of their 
skin, religion and sex and have 
risen above those circumstances 
and changed the world. They did 
not do it with violence or vigilan-
tism either. They did it with peace, 
love and faith that the world can 
be better. I believe it can be. We 
just all need to love thy neighbor 
as we want to be loved. We also 
must allow the people who swore 
an oath to protect and serve us all 
to do just that.   

Water is Life
Here in the west, we understand that there is 

much truth in the old joke that whiskey is for drink-
ing and water is for fighting. Rural and small town 
America depend on water and our neighbors down-
stream count on us to preserve the quality of that 
water for their use as well. And farm-
ers and ranchers are the tip of the 
spear when it comes to protecting 
water quality because much of our 
surface water falls first on American 
farms and ranches.

Recently, I testified at a U.S. Senate field hear-
ing in Lincoln, Nebraska, regarding the Waters of 
the U.S. rule (www.cfra.org/WOTUS-Testimony). 
The rule seeks to cut through the chaos and con-
fusion surrounding Clean Water Act enforcement 
arising from Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 
2006. The rule goes to great lengths to ensure that 
farmers and ranchers benefit from preserving water 
quality but are not overly burdened with the rule’s 

implementation.
Naysayers more concerned about protecting in-

dustries’ right to pollute should stop muddying 
the water with nonsense about regulating puddles, 
ditches and raindrops.

Water is life, for crops, livestock, and 
wildlife as well as farms, ranches, busi-
ness, industry and for hundreds of mil-
lions of us who depend upon clean wa-
ter from our rivers, lakes and streams. 
It is in all our interest to protect this 

vital natural resource. EPA and the Army Corps 
of Engineers should continue to listen to concerns, 
make improvements to the rule, and move it for-
ward to finalization.
 
Established in 1973, the Center for Rural Affairs is a private, non-profit 
organization working to strengthen small businesses, family farms and 
ranches, and rural communities through action oriented programs ad-
dressing social, economic, and environmental issues.
 

John Crabtree 
johnc@cfra.org 

Center for Rural Affairs



PAGE 4 THE STAR • MARCH 18, 2015

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Welcomes you

Everyone’s invited.
Pastor Adrian Harris

2 miles east of Hwy 155 on Hwy 174
Adult Sunday School .......................... 9:30 am.
Sunday Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m

 Church office     633-2186

COULEE  DAM
COMMUNITY CHURCH

PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)
Offers You a Warm Welcome!

Worship Service ..................................... 9 a.m.
Fellowship........................................ 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ................................ 10:30 a.m.

Nursery Care Available
509 Central Drive, Coulee Dam

Church: 633-1790
www.couleedamchurch.org 

FAITH COMMUNITY
A Foursquare Church

PASTOR STEVE ARCHER
16 Grand, Electric City

Sunday Morning Service: ......................10 a.m.
KIDS’ Church and Nursery
Call the Church Office 633-3044 to find out 
about other regular scheduled meetings.

Come Worship The Lord!

BANKS LAKE BIBLE CHURCH
25 School Avenue, Electric City, 633-0670

“An Independent Bible Church”
Pastor Bill Williams - Everyone Welcome!

 Adult Sunday School ................. 9:30 a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship .................... 10:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship ..................... 10:45 a.m.
 Evening Worship ....................... 6:00 p.m.
 Call for schedule of mid-week events
 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Come Worship & Praise With Us

103 Continental Heights, Grand Coulee
Church (509) 633-3030

Pastor Eric Chavez - (509) 207-9460

Fit For Life ............................................ 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study ......................................... 10:00 a.m.
Worship Hour ......................................11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Meal ................................. 12:30 p.m.
Midweek Mannah (Wednesday) ...............  6 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Modeling our ministry after the New Testament 

405 Center St., Grand Coulee
Certified Lay Ministers 

Tom Poplawski & Monty Fields
 EVERYONE WELCOME!
Church Office 633-0980

Worship Service ............................... 10:00 a.m
Join us every 3rd Sunday for brunch 

and fellowship following worship service.

ZION LUTHERAN
PASTOR SHAWN NEIDER

348 Mead Street, Grand Coulee Church 633-2566
Coulee City Bible Study ....................... 8:00 a.m.
Coulee City Worship ............................ 9:00 a.m.
Zion Sunday School/Bible Study .......... 9:45 a.m.
Zion Worship .......................................11:00 a.m.
Wed. Soup Supper ............................... 6:00 p.m.
Wed. Lenten Meditation ....................... 7:00 p.m.

Nursery Available • NEED A RIDE? CALL 633-2566

.

 

Meetings & 
Notices

Obituaries

Senior Menu

Star Obituary Policy
There is a $50 charge for obitu-
aries published in the Star. 
This includes a photo and up to 
500 words.
Reminders for Celebrations 
of Life and Death Notices are 
$25.

Articles must be either e-
mailed, faxed or dropped off at 
the Star office. They will not be 
accepted over the phone.The 
deadline to submit an article 
is Monday by 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 509.633.1350 
or go to our website at www.
grandcoulee.com

Come Help Betty Lacy 
Celebrate Her 
95th Birthday
 OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, March 28
2-4 p.m.

Grand Coulee 
Senior Center

Main St., Grand Coulee
No Gifts Please

Alton “Weep” W. Weipah 
Alton “Weep” W. Weipah, 66, of 

Nespelem, Wash., died at the Sa-
cred Heart Medical 
Center in Spokane, 
Wash., on Friday, 
March 13, 2015. Al-
ton was born in Ne-
spelem on May 24, 
1948, in Nespelem 
where he attended 
various schools in the 
area. He received his 
GED while serving in 
the Army where he 
served in an Artillery 
Division in Vietnam 
from 1970 – 1971. He worked for 
the BIA Fire Control 1975 – 1994; 
the Colville Tribe from 1995 – 
June 2009 when he retired.

 He is survived by his daughter, 
Lisa Colier of Penticton; sister, 
Leona Swawilla; nephew, Robert 
(Teen) Stanger and their sons: 
Michael, Brian and Cole; nephew, 
Brian Stanger and his daughter, 
Brianna Stanger and his son, Ja-
rik Schonberger; brothers, Leroy, 
Bernard, and Steve Charley of 
Omak.

 Alton is preceded in death by 
his parents, Smith and Josephine 

Weipah; sister, Na-
dine Weipah; grand-
mother, Nancy Judge; 
and his grandfather, 
Bear Swawilla. He 
now walks with his 
nephew, Nicholas 
Stanger.

 Dressing was held 
10 a.m., Monday, 
March 16, at the Pre-
cht-Harrison-Near-
ents Chapel on Elm-
way in Okanogan.

 Wake was held 7 p.m., in the 
Nespelem Community Center on 
Monday, March 16, 2015.

 Funeral services were held at 
10 a.m. at the Nespelem Commu-
nity Center, on Tuesday, March 
17, 2015.

 Interment with Military Hon-
ors will follow the funeral at the 
Chief Joseph Cemetery in Ne-
spelem, Wash.

Precht-Harrison-Nearents 
Chapel of Okanogan is in charge 
of arrangements.

Freida Slattery
Memorial services for Freida Slattery will be held Saturday, March 

28, at 12:30 p.m., at St. Dunstan’s Episcopalean Church in Grand Cou-
lee.

Freida passed away January 19, 2015.

Wed., March 18 – Dinner
BBQ Chicken with Baked 

Beans, Mixed Veggies, Citrus Sal-
ad, Brownies

Thurs., March 19 – Dinner
Lemon Pepper Cod, Green Sal-

ad, Fruited Jello, Coolwiches
Fri., March 20 – Breakfast
German Sausage & Eggs, 

Hashbrowns, Muffins, Fruit 
Bowl, Orange Juice

Mon., March 23 – Breakfast
Scrambled Mess (Meat, Eggs, 

Onions), Hashbrowns, Fruit 
Bowl, Orange Juice.

Tues., March 24 – Dinner
Beef Tips with Au Jus, Tator 

Tots, Green Salad, Ice Cream & 
Fruit Topping

Wed., March 25 – Dinner
Sausage Penne in Red Sauce, 

Green Beans, Mixed Greens, Ice 

Cream Sandwich
Thurs., March 26 – Dinner
Meatloaf, Scalloped Potatoes, 

Mixed Veggies, Fruited Jello, 
Cook’s Choice Dessert

Fri., March 27 – Breakfast
Biscuit & Sausage Gravy, Eggs, 

Fruit Bowl, Orange Juice
Mon, March 30 – Breakfast
Corned Beef, Hash, Eggs, Muf-

fins, Fruit Bowl, Orange Juice
Tues., March 31 – Dinner
Baked Ham, Mac & Cheese, 

Green Vegetable, Fruited Jello, 
Cake Surprise

Roscos have a boy
Scott and Bailey Rosco would 

like to announce the birth of 
their son Colten Doran Rosco, 
born Monday, March 2, 2015, in 
Oceanside, Calif.   He weighed 8 
lbs. 10 ozs. and was 21-3/4 inches 
in length at birth.

   Maternal grandparents are 
Pete Palmer and Tony Ankney 
of Nespelem.   Paternal grand-
parents are Gary and Candi 
Rosco of Electric City.  Maternal 
great-grandparents are Colleen 
and the late Fred Leskinin of 
Nespelem and Steve Palmer of 
Nespelem.  Paternal great-grand-
parents are Rodney and Joy Bise of Grand Coulee and Vernon and the 
late Nancy Rosco of Omak.

Chamber To meeT
The Grand Coulee Dam Area 

Chamber of Commerce will meet 
at Pepper Jack’s Bar & Grille in 
Grand Coulee on Thursday, March 
19 at noon. Chanelle Carlin from 
C3 Consulting will be giving the 
program.

Fea To meeT
Grand Coulee Dam Federal 

Employees Associatio will hold its 
regular meeting on Wednesday, 
March 18 (tonight) at 5:30 p.m., at 
the Melody Restaurant in Coulee 
Dam. Upcoming events will be 
discussed. 

 

Care and Share 
Food bank 

The food bank at the Church of 
the Nazarene normal operating 
hours are every Friday from 2 to 
4 p.m. It is located at the Church 
of Nazarene, hwy 174, Grand 
Coulee. 

open Sewing aT 
Senior arT room

Tuesdays from 1-5 p.m. there 
will be open sewing at the senior 
center art room. There is no 
charge. For more information 
contact Marlene Oddie of KISSed 
Quilts, 509.386.5715.

Aluminum 
cans only
at seniors

The seniors accept aluminum 
cans ONLY. Please do not put 
cardboard, plastic bottles or other 
aluminum in the collection sacks.

In 2013, the Seniors collected 
3800 pounds (almost 2 tons) of 
cans and took in approximately 
$1500 for the Senior Center. That 
is approximately 30 cans for ev-
eryone in the Grand Coulee Dam 
area. The program helps keep 
the doors open at the seniors and 
keeps the cans out of the landfills. 
Please do not put other material 
in with the cans because we have 
to dispose of it and that raises 
the already high garbage bill and 
cuts down on the profit.

For how recycling works for 
each person or organization and 
what it takes to stay in a recycling 
program check on terracycle.com

Clear That Hurdle 
Anytime!

We now offer

Sports 
Physicals

All.
Year.

Long.

cmccares.org

At our 
Walk-In 

Clinic
Sports Physical Hours:
9 am-Noon and 2-5 pm

Tuesday-Friday

If fi nancial assistance 
is needed, please call 
Coulee Medical Center’s 
Financial Counselor, 
Molly, at 633-6354.

633-1911

9 am-Noon and 2-5 pm
Tuesday-Friday

Only
$25

A reason to smile
This year’s Colorama Rodeo Queen Emma Gunderson stops for a photo as supporters of the Ridge Riders Saddle Club 
count up their winnings after Saturday’s dinner and auction in Electric City. The group took in close to $9,000 in the live 
auction at the sold-out event. — Scott Hunter photo
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For 2015-2016 School Year
Registration for the 2015-16 school year is now open for all children en-
tering kindergarten next year. Registration packets are available at LR 
Elementary and the District Office. Please contact the school office at 
633-0730 for information.

Call this 
Newspaper 
for Details

Reach  
2.7 Million 

Readers

One Call • One Payment

Advertise in 
Community 

Newspapers, a Key 
Source of Local 
Political News

We’ve Got You Covered
Reach Your Constituents

The Star ~ 509.633.1350

Ali Bowles-Pickel, Serenity Goodlance, Noah Hunt, Kendra Duclos, Dillan Yazzi, Noah 
Marconi, Kristen Ferguson, Antya George-Cawston, Ava Sam, Malachi Stice,  

Kolton Carson, Layla Carson 

Harley Daniels, Andrea Espersen, Maeha Piturachsatit, Audrey Hansen, Addison 
Picard, Allison, Rice, Dylin Armstrong, Isaiah Gomez, Keifer Piccolo, Reese St. 

John, Kristofer Clark, Marteena O’Flynn –Fulfer, Noah Amezquita 

THURSDAY MIXUPS
TEAM W L
Frybread Power 6 6 . 5  
33.5
Fighting Chipmunks 60 40
Shut Up & Bowl 56 44
Gutter Fingers 53 47
The Shire 47.53
Flyin W 45.5 54.5
Team 7 40 60
3 Blonds 1 ndn 31 69
 High Game: Shut Up & Bowl 618; 
Dave Butz 197; Briana Bob 188
 High Series: Shut Up and Bowl 2029; 
JR Jensen 510; Briana Bob 513
Marvin B 9-10; Darren 5-7; Candy 6-7-
10; Gwen 5-10

DAM KEGLERS
TEAM W L
R&A 130.5 89.5
Spring Canyon Alpacas 122 98
Brew Crew 117.5 102.5
Moose Lodge 115.5 104.5
KCCO 109 111
Native Spirit 103 117
Vaagen Bros.  92.5 127.5
Flyin W 90 130
 High Game: Brew Crew 830; Dennis 
Whiteman 254; Rhonda Marchand 179
 High Series: Brew Crew 2259; Ron 
Toulou 672; Candy Weed Butz 487
Splits: Rob Seyler 2-4-10

COLUMBIA LEAGUE
TEAM W L
Harvest Foods 30.5 21.5
Chewy Const. 27.5 24.5
Lucky Strikes 26 26
Riverview Lanes 25 27
Live to Bowl 19 33
Vacant 1 7
 High Game: Harvest Foods 715; Mike 
Dick 240; Sharey Redthunder 180; 
Austin Jensen 206
 High Series: Harvest Foods 2007; Don 
Richer 597; Sharey Redthunder 482; 
Austin Jensen 572

TUESDAY HI LO’S
TEAM W L
Riverview Lanes 39 9
Fullers 30 18
Coulee Internet Serv. 27 21
Sunflower Graphics 21 27
Pepsi 20 28
Team 6 0 36
 High Game: Pepsi 441; Karen 170
 High Series: Pepsi 1276; Sheila A. 452
 Splits: Barbara 5-10

Bowling 
Scores

This week in 
sports

Fri., March 20
4 p.m., HS Tennis here with 

Pateros.

Sat., March 21
10:30 a.m., HS Track at How-

ard Dolphin Invitational, West 
Valley High School, Spokane.

11 a.m., HS Baseball at Bridge-
port (DH)

11 a.m., HS Softball at Bridge-
port (DH)

Mon., March 23
4 p.m., HS Tennis here with 

Wilbur/Creston
JHS track practice starts.

Tues., March 24
4:30 p.m., HS Baseball here 

with Liberty Bell.
4:30 p.m., HS Softball here 

with Liberty Bell.

Wed., March 25
4 p.m., HS Tennis at Oroville.

Thurs., March 26
4 p.m., HS Baseball here with 

Manson.
4 p.m., HS Softball here with 

Manson.

New Olympia political drama 
debuts March 23 when 
legislators reveal 
basic-education budgets
By Alice Day   - WNPA Olympia News Bureau

Olympia—A political thriller 
earns its debut March 23 at 
Olympia’s marble palladium 
when the Legislature’s leading 
producers-directors—Sen. Andy 
Hill, R-Redmond, and Rep. Ross 
Hunter, D-Medina—take the 
stage to introduce their await-
ed and unreviewed drama they 
claim will keep their fellow politi-
cal thespians out of jail and solve 
the constitutional quandary hov-
ering over them: full funding for 
basic K-12 education.

The Washington State Su-
preme Court is holding those 
political actors accountable for 
a solution to its mandate issued 
last fall in the wake of unyielding 
inaction by the legislative body: 
fund education or be sentenced 
for contempt.

Hunter, who serves as House 
Appropriations Committee chair-
man, said the Legislature has 
to fund education in a way that 
eliminates the state’s dependence 
on local levies for basic education 
costs.

“We have about a $2.5 billion 
obligation and I think we should 
fund it in equal annual incre-
ments,” Hunter said. “While the 
governor’s budget is clever, it’s 
not a good strategy for implemen-
tation on the ground.”

Gov. Jay Inslee rolled out his 
budget for the 2015-2017 bien-
nium last December, including a 
$3.6 billion education package, 
where he dedicates $1.3 billion 
for class-size reduction in K-3 and 
all-day kindergarten.

Hunter says he’s not fond of 
the governor’s education proposal 
because it would prioritize class-
size reductions in grades K-3 
for low-income school districts, 
within the second year of this 
biennium and in doing so would 
overwhelm those schools with too 
many new teachers they would 
need to hire.

Instead, Hunter recommends a 
statewide class-size reduction in 
grades K-3, rather than a sudden 

reduction in class size only for 
low-income school districts.

“We need to phase in spend-
ing in a way that let’s people hire 
teachers gradually so you don’t 
wind up with a school having a 
huge number of new teachers at 
once,” he said.

Hill, who leads the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee, 
agrees that the governor’s educa-
tion budget phases in reforms too 
fast.

“I would argue that funding ev-
erything today this year is a huge 
shock to the state budget and 
the school districts because they 

would have to hire more teachers 
and put in new classrooms,” he 
said. “That’s good reason why you 
would phase this in over the next 
three years.”

Hill says it’s difficult to pin-
point a dollar amount needed to 
comply with the McCleary man-
date because the number fluctu-
ates depending on the interest 
group you talk to and programs 
included in the calculation.

Each committee leader and his 
respective party are preparing to 
unveil their education budget so-
lution March 23.

Outside of the Legislature
With few available specifics 

about the House and Senate ed-
ucation-budget proposals, special 
interest groups hope that what 
the governor lacks in his budget 
would be addressed by the two 
chambers.

Rich Wood, spokesperson for 
Washington Education Associa-
tion, which represents more than 
86,000 members, including cer-
tificated teachers and classified 
staff in school districts through-
out the state, said the governor’s 
education budget fell short of 
addressing class-size reductions 
in kindergarten through 12th 
grades and didn’t provide ad-
equate compensation to attract 
and keep educators.

“Until the state begins to re-
duce class size, our class sizes 
are still going to be 47th in the 
nation,” he said. “Until the Legis-
lature begins to seriously address 
the need for competitive profes-
sional compensation, our teach-
ers’ pay is still going to be 42nd in 
the country.”

Randy Dorn, superintendent of 
Public Instruction for the state, 
says he expects the House budget 
to address what the governor’s 
budget didn’t fully address, spe-
cifically statewide compensation 
for all employees.

Dorn says the state cannot 
continue to rely on local levies to 

fund teachers’ salaries because 
levies are not uniform statewide 
and the courts have ruled in Mc-
Cleary that levies are an uncon-
stitutional way of funding basic 
education.

“Levies are so problematic be-
cause there are some districts 
that are at 36 percent and some 
are at 15 percent,” Dorn said. “It 
creates an unfair opportunity for 
kids.”

School boards are authorized 
to request local school funds 
through maintenance and opera-
tion levies for up to 36 percent 
of the total of districts’ state and 
federal revenues.

Because levy percentages vary 
statewide—depending on the 
property values within school dis-
tricts—it can be a major cause of 
disparity in education standards 
and programs, Dorn cited.

Many school districts rely on 
levies as a funding source for 
basic-education programs, so this 
difference in levy percentages 
affects the amount of state and 
federal funding a school will get 
and as a result the programs the 
school district can provide.

Ben Rarick, executive director 
at the State Board of Education, 
says both the House and Senate 
budgets need to create a plan that 
addresses the use of local levies 
in basic-education funding.

Printing Services
Business Cards ~ Letterhead ~ Invoices ~ Checks ~ Stamps ~ Books ~ 

Programs ~ Newsletters ~ Magazines

The Star633-1350 3 Midway, Grand Coulee
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C L A S S I F I E D S
Deadline for Advertising is Monday at 5 p.m. • 509-633-1350 • FAX 509-633-3828 • Enter ads online at grandcoulee.com (click on Classifieds at the top of the page) or email ads@grandcoulee.com

Cost is $6.15 for first 15 words; 10¢ for each additional word - Yard Sale ads are $8.00 for the first 15 words, includes two free yard sale signs.

Bruce 
Cheadle
308 Spokane Way 

Grand Coulee

633-0280

FOR INSURANCE CALL

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Insurance Companies

FOR INSURANCE CALLINSURANCEHOUSECALL 
CHIROPRACTIC
Quality Chiropractic Health Care

Brought to Your Home, 
Office or Workplace

J.D. Scharbach, D.C.
NEW NUMBER 509-721-0384

Coulee Hardware

416 Midway, Grand Coulee

509-633-1090
Open 7 Days A Week

Rental CenterBest
Do it

Joshua F. Grant, P.S.
Attorney at Law ~ since 1975

Medicaid Eligibility Planning
Elder Law

Estate Planning - Wills - Probates
Real Estate Sales Closings

Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

509-647-5578
Hanson Building

6 SW Main Avenue
Wilbur, WA 99185

CONCRETE
Copenhaver 

Construction Inc.
 is now delivering concrete in your 
area. Discounts for ordering 3 or 

more days in advance. For questions 
or to place an order - Please call 

COULEE DAM 
CONCRETE

Your Fulltime, Quality, 
Experienced Local 
Concrete Supplier

We are Washington 
state Department of 

transportation CertifieD

UBi#601861914

633-1665

Concrete IS Our 
Business

For superior 
concrete call us

FOISY & KENNEDY INSURANCE
Great Service - Great Rates

Instant Quotes Available Online at:
www.foisykennedy.com

309 Midway, Grand Coulee
509.633.0410

Ken Doughty, Owner
Free Estimates

Residential/Commercial
Over 25 Years Experience

Licensed & Bonded • KDPA1**026LN

633-1332 • Electric City

 

Strate
Funeral Homes

& Cremation Service

Since 1928 - Three Generations of
Our Family Serving Your Family

“Neighbor Helping Neighbor”

– Complete Pre-Planning Available-
stratefuneralhome@hotmail.com

Grand Coulee • 509-633-1111
Wilbur • 509-647-5441
stratefuneralhome.com

James Heuvel

Wayne Fowler
DWKFOFC949R8

General Contractor
Call for free estimate on any

 type or size of job. Pole Building 
Remodel Homes, Additions
Backhoe Services Available

(509) 633-2485
Cell 631-0135

 D.W.K. FOWLER
 CONSTRUCTION LLC

Tena M. Foster
ATTORNEY
Call for an appointment

 509-633-1000

GUNN LAW OFFICES, PLLC
Ryan W. Gunn
Attorney at Law
(509) 826-3200
7 N. Main St., PO Box 532 • Omak, WA 98841

 
Facility Maintenance Services: 
 Carpet Cleaning Services 
 Floor Maintenance and Refinishing 
 HVAC Duct Cleaning 
 Window Washing 
 General Cleaning Services 
 Lawn and Ground Maintenance 
 Weed Control Spray Services 
 Construction and Rental Clean up 
 Janitorial Supplies and Equipment Sales 
 Facility Maintenance Consulting Services 
 

(509) 633-1531 
 

Visit us on our website 
www.taylorfm.com 
 
 
 

 

(509) 633-1531
For appointments and ask 

about other services

CARPET 
CLEANING 
SPECIAL
3 Rooms For

$89.95

Everett Leishman, owner 634-1724

Grand Coulee Dam Area

Pruning Service
Small Engine Repair

Debbie Vancik - Independent Consultant 
509-631-4220 before 2 p.m.

Come see
what I have!

Call the Dam Plumber
COULEE DAM PLUMBING

New Construction
Remodels - Repairs

Replace Garbage Disposals, 
Water Heaters, Faucets, Drain Cleaning

633-6630
Serving Grant County Over 10 Years

 LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
COULEDP000JC

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Mickey Olson
www.personaltouchpetparlor.com
at 114 N.W. Main St., Wilbur, Wa.

Now Serving the 
GCD Area!

Dog
s s

pre
ad

 ru
mors

 ab
ou

t

 go
od

 

gro
om

ers
! Check Us 

Out On

NOW OPEN SEVEN DAYS
By Appointment.

We do them all Big and Small.

509    647    0404

WILBUR CLINIC
Board Certified

Providers
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

214 SW Main, Wilbur, Wash.

509.647.2238
FLOWESC913KD

Roofing & Siding Specials

509.634.1128

FREE ESTIMATES
• New & Remodel Construction
• Concrete (Slabs, Footings & Walls) 

• Framing •Roofing • Doors & WIndows
 • Siding • Decks  • Pole Buildings 
• Excavations • Home Inspections

• Certified Manufactured Home Installer

The GCD 
Senior Center 
has a website 
check it out.

grandcouleeseniorscenter.org/

 HOME 
REPAIRS

Remodel - New Construction  
Tractor Hoe - Roofing - Flooring 
Sprinkler Systems - We Do It All!

NICKSHR999LJ

633-8238 • 631-0194

NICK’S

Wanted

LOOKING TO BUY SCRAP
Cars - Trucks 

 Farm Equipment
CASH PAID FOR MOST

Jeff’s Towing
Coulee City

681-0081
Will Pick Up

Need Color 
Copies?

We can do 
them for you.

Star
509.633.1350

(509) 633-0340
407 Burdin Blvd - Grand Coulee, WA

Call or Visit Today!

www.GillespieEyeCare.com

Starting at just $5.75 per week 
(must run 4 weeks) 

Call today 509.633.1350

This space
is for rent
633-1350

Sales

on B St., Grand Coulee
509.633.0162

Storage

LYNN’S STORAGE
633-0246

Cell - 509-528-9224

C.J.’s Mini Storage
Various Sizes Available

Grand Coulee & Electric City
633-8074 or 631-1222

RALPH’S STORAGE UNITS 
AVAILABLE

12x35 - $82    10x14 - $57
509-633-2458Jack of 

Spades
Drawing 

Saturday 7 p.m.

EAGLES LODGE

 
As of Sat., March 14 

$1540
TACO NIGHT

Every Wednesday 4-8
Karaoke 7-11

BINGO 
THURS-FRI 6 p.m.

 

Events

Jobs

ENDOCRINOLOGIST
Accepting applications until April 2015

Coulee Medical Center is seeking a fulltime endocrinologist to provide care and treatment 
to patients with endocrine disorders including diabetes, thyroid disorders, infertility, 
metabolism, glandular cancers, growth hormone deficiency, genetic dysfunction, heart 
disease, osteoporosis, obesity and hormonal imbalances. 

GENERAL SURGEON
Accepting applications until April 2015

CMC is seeking a fulltime general surgeon with specialized knowledge and experience 
related to the diagnosis, preoperative, operative, and postoperative management, 
including the management of complications, in the following components of surgery: 
alimentary tract, abdomen, breast, skin, and soft tissue, head and neck, vascular system, 
endocrine system, surgical oncology, and trauma.

PER DIEM NAC
Open until filled

CMC is seeking Per Diem NACs to work in our Acute and LTS departments.  Must have 
current Washington State NAC license and BLS.

CLINICAL INFORMATICS SPECIALIST
Position open until filled

CMC is seeking a Full Time Clinical Informatics Specialist.  This position shall act as 
a liaison between the hospital and clinic clinical areas and the Information Technology 
Department.  This includes the primary responsibility of determining the needs and 
requirements for clinical application in Acute and Ambulatory Healthcare settings.  The 
clinical Informatics Specialist will also lead projects associated with the evaluation, 
selection, and implementation of clinical systems (i.e. EMR, PACS, digital imaging, 
etc.)  This individual will work with staff and providers to optimize the usage of clinical 
systems through education and training, quality outcomes, and providing support in 
accordance with organizational goals.  Current Washington State RN, LPN, or MA license/
certification required.  Two to three years’ experience with systems implementation and 
support preferred.  Proficient with computers and with report writing software.  Meditech 
experience desirable. Excellent interpersonal, verbal and written communication skills.  
Excellent customer service skills.

REGISTRATION SPECIALIST
Position open until filled

This full-time position will assist, acknowledge and register all patients, answer and route 
calls and respond to walk-in patients. High school graduate, one year in a medical setting 
and excellent customer service skills required. Good computer skills preferred. Must 
be able to perform multiple activities and work as part of a team in a very fast paced 
environment.  

NIGHT ER/CHARGE RN
Position open until filled

CMC is seeking an experienced RN to work in our Emergency Department. This position 
works under the supervision of the Nurse Managers in a nurse leadership role.  Will work 
three 12 hour shifts per week.  ACLS/TNCC/BLS/NRP/Pals or ENPC required.  Minimum 
one year of experience in ER; charge experience preferred.

Rural Health Clinic Manager
CMC is seeking a self-driven and experienced Clinic Manager to oversee the day-to-day 
management of our Grand Coulee and Coulee City Clinics. This position ensures that 
the practices meet their financial and quality objectives through oversight of provider 
and support staff. High performance is essential in improving operation effectiveness; 
assuring patient, family and staff satisfaction; providing clinical excellence; maintaining 
compliance with regulatory requirements; and achieving the professional and 
organizational goals of CMC’s Clinics while providing a high level of dynamic leadership. 

Apply online at: www.cmccares.org Or email information to: employment@cmccares.org  
PHONE: (509) 633-1753 FAX: (509) 633-0295  E.O.E

Jobs Jobs

Misc.

Your #1 choice for carpet cleaning
Featuring Rotovac Technology Systems

Call today for free estimates
509.631.0588

Don’t Just Clean It Restore It
www.couleecarpetcleaning.com

WE’VE GOT MILK!
Homo, Nonfat, 1%, 2%

$279 gallon
H&H GROCERY

In Electric CIty

STORAGE UNITS AVAILABLE - Elec-
tric City. 12x35 and 12x40 wth power. 
Call 509.633.0883. (Y3-4-4tp)

Autos

Cycles

EVENTS-FESTIVALS
PROMOTE YOUR REGIONAL EVENT for 
only pennies. Reach 2.7 million readers in 
newspapers statewide for $275 classified 
or $1,350 display ad. Call this newspaper 
or (360) 515-0974 for details.

ANNUAL 
EASTER BASKET 

SALE
Starts Monday, March 23rd

Senior Center
203 Main St., Grand Coulee

Over 400 Baskets! Great Selection!
All Sizes!

Summer Help Needed Park Aide Positions. 
Available Steamboat Rock State Park and 
Sun Lakes State Park have openings for 
Park Aides. Positions range from 3 months to 
5 months. Must be at least 18 years old and 
possess a valid drivers license. If interested 
please apply online at www.careers.wa.gov  
(S3-11-3tpp)

COULEE ICE accepting applications for 2015 
ice season. Need warehouse personnel, 
drivers/delivery. Excellent opportunity for 
high school students for warehouse job.  To 
apply call Randy at Coulee Ice 633.2125 
or send resumé to Coulee Ice, PO Box 57, 
Electric City, WA 99123. (C2-18-tfc)

On-Call Babysitter - I’m needing a babysitter 
that can be on-call to babysit one or all of my 
three kids. I have a 6, 4 and 2 year old. I can 
be reached at 509-631-1760 (D3-18-2tpp)

Coulee Creamery Now Hiring! Seasonal, 
part time job. Friendly, energetic, reliable 
Apply at couleecreamery@gmail.com

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Train at home to process Medical Billing 
& Insurance Claims! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan 
University! HS Diploma/GED & Computer/
Internet needed. 1-877-259-3880

RN’s up to $45/hr; LPN’s up to $37.50/hr; 
CNA’s up to $22.50/hr; Free gas/ weekly 
pay, $2,000 bonus, AACO Nursing Agency 
800-656-4414 $Wanted$

Star classifieds really do work! Try them out 
and see.

1969 CHEROLET CHEVELLE - Blue/Black, 
Show Quality, New 396 Bal & Blueprinted, 
Dyno 460 hp, New Trans, Eaton Posi, 390 
Gears, New Rally Wheels & Tires, Must 
See to Appreciate! $23,000 or best offer, 
call or text 509-631-0509 Grand Coulee, 
WA. (H3-4-4tpp)

VEHICLE AUCTION – Jack’s 4-Corner – 
Tues., March 24. Viewing 10 a.m. Auction 
11 a.m.; 1994 GMC 1500, Lic. K560708. . 
(J3-18-1tc)

1988 OLDS Calias, runs good, as is, $1600. 
1994 Ford Ranger Pickup, runs good, as is, 
$1,600. Call 6t33-8168. (B3-18-1tp)

2011 HARLEY DAVIDSON, Fatboy, like 
new, has detachable windshield. Blue 
Books $14,000; will sell for $8,500. Call 
Sam 509.631.0142. (S3-11-2tp)

SEEKING experienced tennis player/
players to play singles tennis in Creston. 
No beginners please. 509.447.1344. (S3-
18-1tp)

$WANTED$ COMIC BOOKS Pre-1975: 
Original art & movie memorabilia, sports, 
non-sports cards, ESPECIALLY 1960’s 
Collector/Investor, paying cash! Call WILL: 
800-242-6130 buying@getcashforcomics.
com

2007 Mercury Hypalon inflatable boat 8.5 Ft. 
$250.00; 2005 Honda 2 h outboard motor 
$575.00; Flower Love seat couch $75; White 
bear table /glass top $50.00; 2 Curio china 
cabinets, one oak $200.00, one/Dark wood 
$100.00. 509- 631-4074 for appointment. 
(J3-18-2tpp)

EAGLES #2577 March 24, 2015 – 3rd and 
Final Reading and vote on Bylaws and 
House Rules. (E3-18-1tc)

YARD SALE – Sat., March 21, 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Household items, misc., shop stuff, 
restaurant items, Hwy 155 next to post 
office in Electric City. (S3-18-1tp)

GARAGE SALE – Fri., Sat., March 20 & 21, 
705 Spruce, Coulee Dam. Air conditioner, 
fishing stuff, tools, garment rack, artwork, 
lots more. (D3-18-1tpp)

SPRING BAZAAR Creston Christian 
Church, March 28, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Chili 
Lunch $3.50. (C3-18-2tc0

We’ve Been Looking For You!

Colville Tribal Federal Corporation (CTFC) 
is searching for a MEAT CUTTER to join 
our team at our Nespelem Trading Post 
store in Nespelem, with competitive pay 
and excellent benefits.  

Responsibilities: Provide great customer 
service while preparing cuts of meat for 
sale and distribution.  Requirements: Must 
have 2yrs of meat cutting experience in 
safe and productive manner.  

Deadline is March 27, 2015

To become our newest team member 
please submit resumes to CTEC, Attn:  HR, 
P.O. Box 5, Coulee Dam, WA  99116 or 
email to debi@ctecorp.org for information. 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
   All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject 
to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to adver-
tise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, pregnant women and people secur-
ing custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.

TRAILER SPACES AVAILABLE
for short or long term 

starting at $300. 
Also space for doublewide.
LAKEVIEW TERRACE 
MOBILE HOME PARK

509.633.2169 L10-31-tfc

Grand Coulee
Senior/Disabled

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

One Bedroom Units
Rent based on Income

Please stop by the Senior Manor
211 Continental, Grand Coulee, WA

509-633-1190 or contact the
Housing Authority, 1139 Larson Blvd.,

Moses Lake, WA
(509) 762-5541

Grand Coulee Manor

Please stop by the Grand Coulee Manor

RentalsRentals

=

Foisy & Kennedy
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR®

REALTOR®

REALTY, INC.
633-0410

more listings at  www.foisykennedy.com
309 Midway Ave., Grand Coulee

A complete listing of our properties can be found at our website FoisyKennedy.com

58110 View Place NE Grand Coulee,  Home is approximately 
1340 s.f. in size and was built back in 1937.  The property is appr 
half an acre in size all together and has a big area for a garden. 
The shop is appr 24’ by 40’ or 960 s.f. in size and has its own 
electrical service and 10 foot sidewalls.  The home has 1 bedroom 
and another room that could be used as a bedroom.  There are 
2 bathrooms. The home has T1-11 lap siding and stucco siding, 
woodstove, and electric bb heat and wall air conditioner.  Cute 
kitchen that includes stove, ref, portable dishwasher. There is a 
screened in porch area, storage shed, & and fenced yard.  List 
price is just $112,500.

58110 View Place NE, Grand Coulee

45885 Geostar Drive N, Grand Coulee, Custom Ranch Style Home 
in immaculate condition overlooking Lake Roosevelt. The home was 
designed to take full advantage of its beautiful setting and yet provides 
lots of privacy.  Built in 2009, it has 3 Bedrooms and 2 baths and appr 
1,664 s.f. of living area all together. Beautiful kitchen with Beech wood 
cabinets and stainless appliances.  Home has Hardie Board lap siding, 
oak hardwood flooring, 3 sided gas FP, 9 foot vaulted Ceilings, and 
stamped  & exposed aggregate patios. The lot is 1.53 acres in size and 
has plenty of off-street parking and a 2 car 600 s.f. attached garage. Too 
many amenities to list them all.   The List Price is now just $330,000

#55676 Bay Area Dr NE, Electric City,  Beautiful custom built 3 bedroom 
2 bath home with the property set up for horses.   The home was built 
in 2004 and has appr 1,700 square feet that is all on one level. Home 
has Vinyl lap siding, dimensional Comp roofing, Gas Fireplace, Central 
Heat & AC with HP, and vaulted ceilings. There is a detached garage/
workshop with tack room and hay storage.  Corral for the horses and 
three separate pastures that are all fenced, so you can rotate your 
grazing.  Beautiful landscaping and wonderful sunsets. The property is 5 
acres in size all together. List price is now just $319,500.   
 
#127 Silver Drive, Electric City, Looking for a larger 3 Bedroom home 
and just haven’t found the one? We think you will like all the amenities 
this property has to offer. Built in 1979, home has 3 Bedrooms and 1 3/4 
baths, including master bath.  There is hardwood flooring in part of the 
home, plus tile & carpeting. The home has Central H & Air Conditioning, 
Vinyl lap siding, a wood fireplace with insert, and a newer dimensional 
composition roof.  The property is appr. 17,500 s.f. in size and has a very 
large fenced backyard, with an above ground lap pool, a few cherry trees, 
and an in ground auto sprinkler system.  List price is just $224,900 with 
seller providing a $7,500 heating/cooling allowance. 

120 E Grand Ave, Electric City,  1350 s.f. 3 bedroom, 2 bath home 
that has been extensively remodeled.   The home has an open kitchen 
with appliances all included, big Living Room-Dining room,  Covered 
Breezeway, Large Deck, Lake View, fenced yard, sprinkler system.  Need 
Garage space? No problem. There is a 30’ by 36’ detached garage with 
power, water, heated floor and roll up door and more. A 20’ by 20’ garage 
with bench space, roll up door and stand up loft. A 20’ by 16’ Tool shop 
that is insulated with benches all around, plus a 21’ by 22’ 2 car carport.  
All this and only 1 minute to Coulee Playland Boat Launch. List Price is 
now just $152,900.  

708 Spokane Way, Grand Coulee,  3 Bedroom home with a view of 
Grand Coulee Dam and Lake Roosevelt.  Home has just under 1200 
s.f. on the main level, plus another 870 s.f. in the partially finished 
basement.  Home has a full bath upstairs and a 3/4 bath down.  The 
home has T1-11 lap siding, new Dimensional arch tab roof, Central Heat 
and AC, and immaculate landscaping.  There is a medium sized deck 
for summer barbecues.  The land is 125’ by 80, or 10,000 s.f. and has a 
2 car carport. List Price is just $129,500 with $2,500 closing cost credi
#535 Butler Square, Grand Coulee,  View Location  Home has appr 
1,075 s.f. on the main level, plus appr 525 s.f. downstairs.  The Living 
Room has lam flooring & a brick hearth for WS. The kitchen has newer 
cabinets and countertops.  There are 2 bedrooms on the main level, 
plus a full bath and UR.  The dining room is on the lake view side as 
well. The home has 2 more rooms downstairs that could be used as 
bedrooms but are non-egress. Home as vinyl lap siding and vinyl 2 pane 
windows, and a 200 amp cb service. The lot is 80’ by 80’ and there is 
a 1 car garage and additional off street parking. Located just minutes 
away from Lake Roosevelt & Banks Lake. List Price is just $112,500 and 
Seller will pay up to $2,500 of your closing costs. 

607 Fir Street Coulee Dam, 2 Bedroom Ranch Style home in East 
Coulee Dam.  Home was built in 1971 and has appr. 900 s.f. of living 
area, Central H & AC, Updated floorings, and Metal roof.  Living room 
is 11.5 by 17.5, and  there is a large covered patio, fenced yard, and 
detached 1 car garage.   The lot is 60’ by 80’ and the property taxes 
have been very reasonable.  List Price is now just $99,500.
 
#411 Center Street, Grand Coulee.   Looking for a reasonably price 
3 Bedroom - 2 Bath home?  Take a look at this one.  Home has 
approximately 1,440 s.f. all together.  Home has both a Living Room and 
Family room, Master Bedroom and bath are on one end of the home, 
with two additional bedrooms and bath are on the other end. Home has 
Central Heat and swamp ac for air conditioning. The property is appr. 
75’ by 100’ or 7500 s.f. and includes a det garage/shop and a 14’ by 24’ 
carport.  Taxes are very reasonable.  List Price is just $67,500
  
214 A Street, Grand Coulee.  Here is the perfect little cottage just for 
you.  Home has 750 s.f. on the main level, plus another 750 s.f in the 
basement.  Home has recently been replumbed.  It still has the older 
fuse electrical service.  Concrete block construction with Comp 3 tab 
roof, stucco interior walls, and patio area.  Lot is 50’ by 120’ deep and 
has 1 car carport.  List price is just $52,500.  Owner also has another 50’ 
by 120’ building site available next door.  If you want the extra property, 
not a problem,  List price for both is $64,900.

212 E Street, Grand Coulee.   Home is a 1964 Marlette single wide with 
expando and a frame addition. It has just under 850 s.f. of living area 
all together.  There are 2 bedrooms and two other possible bedrooms.  
It has Central Heat and a water evap AC. Copper wiring. There are two 
lots that total approximately 100’ wide by 119.85 feet all together.  There 
is a workshop that is 16’ by 17’ and lots of off street parking.  List price 
is just $44,900

713 Aspen Street, Coulee Dam
713 Aspen Street, Coulee Dam.   Looking for a home that 
also has lots of off-street parking and a big garage?  This one 
has you covered.  Detached garage and shop is appr 24’ by 
48’.   The home has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths.  One with a 
shower and another with a big soaking tub.  The home is appr 
1,675 s.f. in size and has FR with wood FP w insert, Central 
Heat and Air Conditioning, metal roof,  and copper plumbing.  
The lot is appr 9000 sf.   List Price is just $144,500 with a 
$3,500 closing cost allowance.  

Legal Notices

Homes

Bus. Opp.

Personal

SAVE $28
Single copies of The Star: $1 x 52 = $52

Local area subscriptions: $24 (Grant, 
Okanogan, Lincoln & Douglas Counties)

Subscribe now for Delivery to Your Home Or Business

 CALL 633-1350 or Subscribe Online on our 
secure site at grandcoulee.com

Grand Coulee Dam School District
Notice of Hearing

COLVILLE TRIBAL 
FISH AND WILDLIFE

Very Nice Triple-wide for Rent!
Riverside, Washington

Available May 1, large triple-wide 
manufactured home with surrounding 
acreage for rent about five miles north 
of Riverside at 410 Pharr Road. Three 
bed, two bath, and includes applianc-
es. $1,000 monthly rent on a month-
to-month term with $1,000 refundable 
security deposit due at signing and 
tenant paying all utilities. Pets are ne-
gotiable with additional pet deposit and 
agreement. For a rental application 
please contact Chris O’Neil at 509-322-
6564 or chris.oneil@colvilletribes.com. 
All applicants must submit to a credit 
check, criminal background inquiry, 
verification of income/employment, 
and 24-month verification of rent and/
or mortgage. Applications must be re-
ceived by Friday, April 17, 2015 at 4:00 
pm or postmarked by that date.
Tribal and Indian preference will apply.

 Looking for Land?  We have a number of lots and building sites 
available both in and out of town.  Prices start at $13,500 and go up 
from there.  A complete list of properties for sale can be found on our 
website at   www.FoisyKennedy.com, or give us a call at 509-633-
0410.

CITY OF ELECTRIC CITY
COUNCIL POSITION VACANCY

The City of Electric City is seeking letters 
of interest to fill the present vacant City 
Council Position # 2.  All interested 
persons, who have been a resident of 
Electric City for at least one year and are 
registered to vote, are invited to submit a 
letter of interest to 10 Western Ave. PO 
Box 130, Electric City, WA  99123.  The 
City will accept letters of interest until 5:00 
p.m. April 3, 2015.  City Hall is accessible 
to persons with disabilities.  If you have 
any questions please contact City Hall at 
633-1510 and ask for the City Clerk. 

Jacqueline M. Perman/City Clerk
Published the Star:  March 18 & 25, 2015

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  - at Coulee 
Professional Building on Burdin Blvd., across 
from the hospital. 633-0496. (S5-15-tfc)

From Out Of Town? Clean, fully furnished, 
one bedroom apartment. Located in Coulee 
Dam, short walk to restaurants, grocery 
shopping, school, casino and the dam. A 
must see! Month to month with minimum 2 
month stay. $700/mon, includes electricity, 
sewer and garbage. First, last, and $500 
damage deposit. Favorable back ground 
check required at applicant expense from 
Airfactz of Spokane. Contact landlord at 
(509)633-3167. (W12-17-tfc)

FOR RENT – RV/MOBILE HOME LOT in 
Electric City. 509-633-2410 or 631-2033. 
(B1-14-tfc)

Three bedroom, two bath house, in historic 
Engineer Town, Coulee Dam. Recently 
remodeled with hardwood, porcelain and 
marble tiles, granite kitchen counters, 
stainless appliances, glass stovetop, French 
doors to fenced backyard, washer and dryer 
in large unfinished basement, heat pump, 
plenty of private and street parking. Close 
to Douglas Park, Visitors Center, and Dam. 
Annual lease $1,200/month, no utilities 
paid. Month-to-month, w/s/g/internet/cable 
paid, $1,550. Lease option to buy with down 
payment. Call or text Susan at (509) 338-
0990. (E2-25-4tp)

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom home in Coulee 
Dam, nice neighborhood, $1050 per month.  
Call for more information. 633-2485. (F3-11-
tfc)
 
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 2 bath double wide 
mobile home in Grand Coulee, walking 
distance to town.  Call 633-2485. (F3-11-tfc)

RV/Mobile home space for rent. Electric City 
location. Water sewer and garbage service 
included. Discounted rental rate available 
for long term lease agreement. 509-217-
2456 509-638-1151 (G3-11-4tpp)

FOR RENT – Available April 5. 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, approved, pet ok, references, $650 
1st, last, deposit. 322.7555, long term lease 
preferred. (T3-11-1tc)

NEAR MOOSE LODGE - Small 2 bed-
large 1 bed All utilities including power paid. 
600.00 First, last and deposit negotiable. 
425-359-1430 Jim. (J3-11-2tpp)

2 bedroom apt. Move in ready! Clean 2 
br/1 ba apartment. WSG paid! Disher! 1201 
River Dr. Call Max 509-895-9245 grafinv.
com (G3-11-2tp)

12 bdrm. Rustic lodge on Lake Roosevelt 
with 14 room barn, 10 stall horse barn, 
9 bedroom, 5 bath home, 8 car garage 
with loft and many other homes, furniture, 
equipment, inventory, to be used for B&B, 
rental business or big family estate. By 
owner, 509-647-0117 or 509-641-2141. 
(Mc2-25-tfc)

greaTeST home VaLUeS – Wilbur – 4 
bdrm., 2 story fenced corner $69,500; 3 
bdrm., 2 bath, detached 2-car garage with 
shop, close to everything, $69,500; finish 
this 4 bdrm., 2 bath home, 4 lot corner, 
$39,500. Almira – 3 bdrm., 2 story could 
be 4 bdrm., 2 bath, new kitchen, bath, 
fireplace, quiet corner lot, $43,500; cute 
little 2 bdrm., big fenced yard, pellet stove, 
claw foot tub, $39,500. Electric City – 3 
bed., 2 bath, Freedom 03, lots of glass 
and mirrors, new floors,  $43,500. O.B.O. 
and all have appliances, I’m ready to deal, 
motivated owner. Call 509-647-0117 or 
509-641-2141. (M2-25-tfc)

Home for Sale - 125 Roosevelt Ave, 
Electric City. New tri-level, 3 bed, 3 bath, 
2200 sq. ft. on 110’X 75’ city lot. Heat 
pump, A/C, hardie plant siding. $203,333. 
Call owner at 360-387-9229 or 425-239-
0299. See our listing at MySecretAgent.
com. (J3-18-4tpp)

It takes the courage and strength of a 
warrior to ask for help… Emotional Crisis? 
Call 1-800-273-TALK (8255), press 1 for 
veterans. www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org

*ADOPTION:* Successful Musician & 
Doting Mom, Travel, Unconditional LOVE, 
Close-knit Family yearns for 1st baby. 
Expenses paid 1-800-997-1720 *Katherine 
& Mike*

DIVORCE $155. $175 with children. No 
court appearances. Complete preparation. 
Includes custody, support, property division 
and bills. BBB member. (503) 772-5295. 
www.paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com 

HOUSING AUTHORITY OF OKANOGAN COUNTY
P.O. Box 1306 · Okanogan, WA  98840 · (509) 422-3721 
FAX (509) 422-1713   chris_ocha@communitynet.org

Section 8 Wait List Opens March 23, 2015
March 10, 2015

The Housing Authority of Okanogan County 
will reopen the Waiting Lists for HUD’s Section 8 
Housing Choice and 5 Year Mainstream Voucher 
Programs at 9 am on Monday, March 23, 2015.  
Applications will be accepted by email, fax, US Mail 
– PO Box 1306 Okanogan, WA   98840 or at the 
agency office.  Applications mailed will be accepted 
with a postmark of March 20th or later and will be 
marked as received on March 23 for purposes of the 
wait list.  Applications sent via email or FAX will 
only be accepted if sent after 9am on Monday, March 
23rd.  In person applications will only be accepted 
Monday through Wednesday from 9am to 3pm.  Ap-
plications will not be accepted at the office outside of 
these hours. Completed applications submitted be-
fore these dates will be returned and not registered 
on the Wait List.

Applications must be complete with documen-
tation to be recorded onto the Waiting List.  All 
questions must be answered and all forms must be 
signed by household members 18 years of age and 
older.  Incomplete applications will not be recorded 
onto the Waiting List.  Notice of incomplete applica-
tions will be given via email or phone and applicant 
must respond within 7 days of notification or appli-
cation will be destroyed.  

Applications for the Waiting List will be avail-
able immediately.  Send application requests to: 
houseapp@communitynet.org or phone 509-422-3721 or 
TTY 771.  Applications may also be picked up at the 
Housing Authority Office – 110 Oak Street, Okano-
gan, WA 98840 or mailed to households on request.  
The agency office may be inaccessible to some dis-
abled individuals.  Disabled applicants who cannot 
access the office may email or phone the office to 
request assistance with completing the application 
in their homes, on the phone or other accessible lo-
cation and their completed applications will be ac-
cepted by mail. 

The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program 
is a federal rental assistance program and the TBRA 

Program is a state rental assistance program, both 
administered by the Housing Authority for families 
throughout Okanogan County.  The purpose of these 
programs is to provide rental assistance for decent, 
safe, sanitary, and affordable housing to low-income 
families, including seniors and disabled persons.  To 
qualify for these programs, a family’s annual income 
may not exceed 50% of the median income for Okan-
ogan County, as established by HUD and listed by 
family size below:

1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 Person 6 Person 
$20,300 $23,200 $26,100 $28,950 $31,300 $33,600

Both programs offer tenant based rental assis-
tance to families in privately owned housing of their 
choice.  The rental subsidy amount is based on a pay-
ment standard set by the Housing Authority based 
on the Fair Market Rents for Okanogan County and 
set by HUD.  An assisted family can expect to pay 30 
to 40 percent of their income toward rent and utili-
ties.  Information on the programs is available at the 
Housing Authority Office.

 EQUAL HOUSNG OPPORTUNITY TTY 771
(Publish March 18 and 25, 2015)

LIKE US ON
Services

H&H GROCERY
Electric City 633-2687

facebook

The Board of Directors of the 
Grand Coulee Dam School Dis-
trict has declared the property 
generally referred to as the “Cen-
ter School Property” located at 
317 Spokane Way, Grand Coulee, 
Washington 99123 as surplus 
to the current and future needs 
of the district. The Board is con-
sidering selling the property 
in accordance with applicable 
Washington State Law and has 
scheduled a hearing to gather 
public input related to the sale or 
retention of the building and as-

sociated real estate.

The hearing is scheduled 
for 

5:30 p.m.
March 23, 2015
505 Crest Drive

LRJH/HS Library
Coulee Dam, WA 99116

The Board welcomes all inter-
ested parties to be present to ex-
press their views on the potential 
sale of this property. Written com-
ments may also be submitted prior 
to the hearing to:

Dennis Carlson, Ed.D., Superin-
tendent

110 Stevens Ave.
Coulee Dam, WA 99116

(Publish March 11 and 18, 2015)
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• Go to our website -     
  grandcoulee.com

• Click on the 
  classified bar to    
  the right of the    
  masthead 

• Choose “To place  
   and ad” and
   follow the steps

The Star 3 Midway, Grand Coulee
509.633.1350

414 Midway Ave., Grand Coulee Next to Safeway

HOURS:
Open 7 Days a Week

Mon. - Sat. 9-6
Sun. 10 - 5

We Accept

Prints/Solids

 
$1899

Men’s Jeans

Dickies Brand
Relaxed or Regular Fit
SAVE $5.00!

Pet Beds

Spring Scarves

$999

Misses
Casual Tops

Comfort for
your critters!

                  
$699

Just Arrived!
Prints & Solids

 
$499/$599

reg. 
$9.99

Country Lane Cook Shack 
 PIZZA MENU

located at the Country Lane Campground
14 Portland St NW, Wilbur Washington 99185

509-647-0100
Winter Hours - Mon-Sat 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun 10 a.m.  - 5 p.m.

The Cow Flop - Nothing but cheese & Traditional Sauce
The Cow Chip - Cheddar Cheese Sauce, Macaroni, Cheese & Bacon
The Cow Poke  -  Pepperoni, Cheese & Traditional Sauce
The Hula Hoe - Canadian Bacon, Pineapple and, Cheese, traditional Sauce
Hen House - BBQ Chicken, Red Onion & Gouda cheese & BBQ Sauce
Ain’t no Pizza, Pizza - Trad Sauce, Capers, Tomato, Olives, Onion, Mushroom,  
                                                Green Pepper & Marinated Artichokes
City Slicker - Ranch, Chicken, Garlic, Mushrooms, Green Peppers & Red Onions
Chick don Bleu - Chicken, Ham, Swiss Cheese & Alfredo Sauce
Sweet Thang - Sweet n Sour Sauce, Chicken,  Bell Pepper,Onions & Pineapple.
Hog Wild - Bacon, Chicken, Cheese & Ranch Sauce 
                       (Donocal Colin suggests topping with Lettuce, Tomato & Olives
Danaca’a Pullet Surprise  - Enchilada Sauce,  Chicken, Red Onion  & Olives, 
                                                            Topped with Sour Cream
Italian Stallion  - Salami, Pepperoni, Onions, Olives, Marinated Artichoke Hearts                     
                                     & Mushrooms
The Rendezvous with Country Lane  - Pepperoni, Italian Sausage , 
                                                                             Canadian Bacon, Green Pepper & Onion         
Barnyard Shuffle - All Meat - Canadian, Bacon, Salami, Pepperoni & Italian Sausage
The Farm Boy - Italian Sausage, Meatballs, Pepperoni, Onions & Black Olives
The Holy Cow -  Andouille Sausage, Tabasco, Onion, Olives & Capers, Trad. Sauce
Bull Rider - Linguicia, Jalepenos, Jack cheese, Red Chili Flakes, Tomatoes & Onions
The Hot Bleu Chick -  Buffalo Sauce, grilled chicken, red onion and cheese
                                                topped with Bleu Cheese Chunks.
The Duke - Flat Iron steak, Bleu Cheese and Garlic on a Bleu Cheese Sauce!  
                         Incredible! Call Ahead Please
Rise n Shine - Traditional Sauce, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, Ham , Onions, 
                               Mushroom & Cheddar Cheese.

See our website for Specials
Countrylanecampground.com

Pretty Delicious in Pink
Get ready to pucker up. Because 

it’s time for rhubarb — a sweet, tart 
treat. Loved by many, and misunder-
stood by more than a few, rhubarb 
with its deep-pink stalks is often a 
little hard to find. But keep searching 
because this jewel of spring is not to 
be missed. 

Rhubarb can be a rare discovery, 
even when in season. For many, it’s 
still a taste never tried. Others may 
have tasted rhubarb that had fallen 
into the wrong hands, leaving them 
with an unfortunate first impression. 
So why doesn’t this lovely fruit have 
a wider appeal? For starters, it’s not 
technically a fruit, but a herbaceous 
perennial vegetable. However, in 
1947 a New York State court decided 
that since it was most frequently used 
as a fruit, it would be classified for 
regulation and duty purposes as such. 

Rhubarb is at its best when the stalks 
are thin, red and have a crisp texture. 
If the stalks are floppy, it means that 
it’s not freshly picked. Wrap rhubarb 
stalks in plastic and refrigerate for up 
to a week. Rhubarb also is sold frozen 
in some areas and can be used in place 
of fresh.

It’s true that some parts of the plant 
are poisonous. The colorful stalks are 
what we eat, but the leaves contain 
toxins. This usually is not a problem, 
as the rhubarb in the market already 
has the leaves removed. Those lucky 
enough to have their own rhubarb 
plant know about this minor imper-
fection and handle it appropriately.

The lip-puckering, tart flavor of 
rhubarb also requires some getting 
used to. Some varieties are sweeter 
than others and can be eaten raw, but 
that’s not common. Rhubarb really 
comes alive when it is cooked, either 
stewed or roasted, and mixed with 
other ingredients. In sweet and savory 
dishes, this tart vegetable lends a spe-
cial flavor that can’t be compared to 
anything else.

Its gorgeous pink color is an indica-
tor that rhubarb is full of antioxidants, 
as well as calcium and fiber. Rhubarb 
will keep in your refrigerator for up 
to a week, but to enjoy its full flavor, 
use it right after buying or harvesting.

Rhubarb is often called the “pie 
plant.” It is delicious when mixed 
with strawberries and other fruit in 
pies and cobblers. It’s also good in 
relishes and compotes, and in dishes 
that showcase its tangy flavor. 

Rhubarb is the star of this recipe for 
Pork Chops with Spicy Rhubarb and 

Golden Raisin Sauce. The tartness 
of the rhubarb combined with the 
sweetness of the raisins is the perfect 
complement for the richness of the 
pork chops.

PORK CHOPS WITH SPICY 
RHUBARB AND SAUCE

 1/2  cup golden raisins
 1  tablespoon balsamic vinegar
 1  tablespoon Worcestershire  
  sauce
 1  teaspoon plus 2 tablespoons  
  olive oil
 1/2  cup finely chopped onion
 2  cloves garlic, minced
 1/2  small jalapeno, with ribs and  
  seeds, diced
 8-10  ounces rhubarb, ends  
  trimmed, cut crosswise into  
  1/2-inch pieces (2 cups)
 3  tablespoons sugar
 1/8  teaspoon ground nutmeg
 1 1/2  teaspoons salt
 1 1/2  teaspoons ground pepper
 2  tablespoons poultry season- 
  ing

 4  pork loin chops, (each 1/2  
  inch thick and 6 to 8 ounces)

1. In a small bowl, combine raisins 
with vinegar, Worcestershire sauce 
and 1/4 cup hot water; let stand 10 
minutes to soften.

2. In a small saucepan, heat 1 tea-
spoon oil over medium-low heat. Add 
onion; cook until softened, 3 to 5 
minutes. Add garlic and jalapeno and 
cook for another 3 minutes, stirring 
occasionally.

3. Add the rhubarb and sugar; and 
bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat; 
simmer until 
rhubarb has 
softened, 5 to 
8 minutes. Stir 
in nutmeg; sea-
son with 1/2 
teaspoon of the 
salt and pep-
per. Remove 
from heat; keep 
warm.

4. Generously 
season both 
sides of pork 
chops with the 
remaining tea-
spoon of salt 
and pepper, and 
the poultry sea-
soning.

5. In a large skillet, heat remaining 
2 tablespoons oil over medium-high 
heat. Cook pork (in two batches, if 
necessary, to avoid crowding the pan) 
until browned and cooked through, 3 
to 4 minutes per side. Serve topped 
with the warm Spicy Rhubarb and 
Golden Raisin sauce. Serves 4.

TIP: The golden raisins can be 
replaced with other dried fruit, such 
as cherries or currants and softened 
as instructed.

Angela Shelf Medearis is an 
award-winning children’s author, culi-
nary historian and author of seven 
cookbooks. Her new cookbook is “The 
Kitchen Diva’s Diabetic Cookbook.” 
Her website is www.divapro.com. 
To see how-to videos, recipes and 
much, much more, Like Angela Shelf 
Medearis, The Kitchen Diva! on 
Facebook. Read Gina Harlow’s blog 
about food and gardening at www.
peachesandprosciutto.com. Recipes 
may not be reprinted without permis-
sion from Angela Shelf Medearis.

© 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.,  
and Angela Shelf Medearis
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Grand Coulee 
3/5 - A woman told police that 

she had been advised by the IRS 
that someone had tried to access 
her account and gain her tax re-
fund.

3/9 - A man on Hill Avenue re-
ported a suspicious man taking 
pictures near his house. He told 
police that someone has been try-
ing to get into his house and he 
thought the man might be casing 
his place. Police couldn’t find the 
man but are beefing up patrols in 
the area.

3/10 - Police noticed a man at 
a service station known to have a 
warrant out for his arrest. He was 
told to get out of the car. When he 
did, he handed another person 
a small package that was later 
identified as marijuana. He was 
taken to jail on the warrant and 
a report went to the prosecutor’s 
office about his not having a home 
monitor system on and possession 
of marijuana.

- A Park Avenue resident told 
police that a driver was racing 
down the alley behind his house 
and that he had put a log across 
the alley to slow the man down. 
Police talked to the driver, who 
said he was just going the speed 
limit of 25 mph. He was told to 
slow down.

3/11 - Plant Protection told 
police that they had a woman at 
the guard shack on top of the dam 
who stated she had been tossed 
out of her car and that someone 
had taken off with it. Police found 

an intoxicated woman who was 
not cooperative. The officer found 
that she had been ordered from 
Banks Lake Pub and the owner 
had arranged for someone to 
take her home. That person later 
told police that while driving the 
woman home she tried to assault 
him so he let her out. Police found 
out that her car was still parked 
at the Pub. The Pub owner re-
quested that she be banned from 
the establishment.

- A person on Hill Avenue re-
ported that a woman had tried to 
commit suicide by slashing her 
wrist. When police arrived the 
woman had fled and police noted 
that there wasn’t any blood on the 
knife or in the area where her car 
was parked. The woman wasn’t 
found.

- A 16-year-old girl was ar-
rested for assault after allegedly 
striking her brother at a Burdin 
Boulevard residence. She was 
taken to the Grant County juve-
nile facility.

- An Electric City man reported 
that his grandson was suicidal. He 
said he had taken a pistol away 
from him and secured it. The of-
ficer suggested that the man have 
his grandson see a mental health 
professional.

3/12 - Police stopped a vehi-
cle on SR-155 after watching it 
weave all over the road and found 
a Keller man at the wheel. When 
ordered out of the vehicle the 
driver almost fell over. He was ar-
rested and taken to Grant County 
Jail for driving under the influ-
ence.

- Plant Protection advised po-
lice that a vehicle was in the ditch 
by Pole Park. The officer learned 
that the vehicle had an overheat-
ed transmission After the trans-
mission cooled off the driver was 
able to drive the vehicle to a ga-

rage.
- A man known to have a sus-

pended license was seen driving 
and pulled over near Pole Park. 
He was cited for driving while his 
license was suspended and for 
not having an ignition interlock.

- A man in Electric City told 
police that someone had dumped 
trash on his property. They looked 
but there was nothing to identify 
the culprit.

- An Electric City man was 
seen walking around a store 
on Main Street and spitting on 
it. He was banned from being 
around the building. The same 
man was seen crouched down by 
a Safeway employee’s car and po-
lice were asked to tell the man he 
was banned from that area. The 
same day, he reportedly caused 
as disturbance at Coulee Medical 
Center, where officials did not re-
quest that he be banned.

3/13 - Police were called to 
Coulee Medical Center because 
the same Electric City man was 
causing a disturbance. He was 
told to leave.

Coulee Dam
3/10 - Police checked on a citi-

zen dispute on Central Drive.
3/12 - Police stopped a vehicle 

on River Drive because of a de-
fective light and the driver was 
given a warning.

- Police were advised that an 
Electric City man was yelling 
at children in Mason City Park. 
The officer advised the man that 
he should go home. He was seen 
walking toward Electric City.

- The same day, police had an-
other call about the same man, 
who the informant said was mak-
ing people uneasy at the park. He 
was told to leave the park, and he 
walked toward the museum.

A warm February
Goodness, February was like the start of spring. 

No snow, warm temperatures and not much precipi-
tation. Mean temperatures across the state were 
above normal, and generally, precipitation was 
about average. What wasn’t average was our re-
gional snowfall, or lack thereof.

Here at the home weather station, we had a high 
temperature of 58° on Feb. 7. The all-time February 
high temperature for our area was in 1995 at 61°. 
Our low for the month came Feb. 23 at 22.9°. In 1950 
we had our all-time low temper-
ature for February at -15°. Our 
total precipitation for the month 
was only 0.70 inch, and as stat-
ed we did not get any snowfall. 
The mean precipitation for Feb-
ruary is 0.92 inch. So, we were 
only short two-tenths of an inch. 
As for snowfall, the mean for our 
area in February is 2.5 inches, 
with a record of 21.6 inches in 
1950.

As you and I know, it’s diffi-
cult to offer up a long-term weather forecast. Yet, 
the Climate Prediction Center has some insight. 
Here’s what the State Climatologist office is re-
capping about the next three months: “The spring 
(March-April-May) … outlook is very similar to the 
March outlook. There are higher chances of above 
normal temperatures statewide for the spring tem-
perature outlook, showing higher chances of above 

normal temperatures in western WA. Precipitation 
is expected to be below normal for the western half 
of the state. Eastern WA has equal chances of below, 
equal to, or above normal precipitation.” 

As I write this column, we just had a nice rainfall 
which is always appreciated.

February has brought some devastating weath-
er, though. In 1996 there was widespread flooding 
in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. Major flooding 
occurred on rivers of western and southeast Wash-

ington. In Oregon, widespread 
flooding occurred on rivers across 
much of state. The panhandle of 
Idaho had major flooding. There 
were three deaths in Washing-
ton, and for the overall region 
damage was estimated at $800 
million.

Looking to the night sky for 
March we should see five plan-
ets. Watch for a really brilliant 
Venus in the west at nightfall. 
Also, Mars is fading in the west 

at nightfall. Another bright one to watch for is Ju-
piter at nightfall in the eastern sky and is visible 
almost all night. Saturn can be seen from late night 
until dawn. Lastly, Mercury is an early riser in the 
east as dawn begins to break. We’ve had some clear 
skies, so get out there and observe. 

Rotary club plans dinner 
fund raiser in April

The Grand Coulee Dam Rotary 
Club plans to offer a Community 
Spaghetti Dinner next month.

The event, which will include a 
silent auction, is set for Saturday, 

April 18 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Coulee Dam Town Hall.

Funds raised will go toward 
club projects, including new area 
welcome signs, its scholarship 

fund and a project to build “little 
library boxes,” where individuals 
can freely trade books by leaving 
them in a neighborhood deposi-
tory.


